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Today, January 26, under the 
theme “Uganda’s success 
story under NRM leadership; 
a shared victory,” Ugandans 
celebrate thirty one years 
since the National Resistance 
Army/Movement (NRA/M) took 
over government following a 
five year protracted people’s 
war. Some people seem not 
to understand why NRM 
achieved that military victory, 
and continues to achieve even 
more on multiple fronts today 
especially in economic and 
political governance. 

The longevity of the NRM 
administration has been due to 
many factors, the most critical 
pillar of which is a correct 
ideology of unity, an inclusive, 
broad-based, mass liberation 
political movement, which 
harness national good will and 
collective effort towards one 
purposeful direction. The pillars 
of NRM have been inclusivity, 
dialogue and consensus 
building in governance. 
Therefore, the NRM cause has 
been noble and justified, and 
its mission as an emancipation 
and liberation movement has 
been inspiring to many. The 
restoration of political stability, 
democracy, rule of law and 

order, constitutionalism, national 
unity, peace, security and human 
rights continue to be major 
pillars for success. The fact that 
the rule of law was restored and 
is consistently applied to all, has 
given the NRM and especially its 
leadership popular goodwill as 
reflected in elections and support 
for its numerous policies under 
implementation.

Ensuring the existence, 
broadening and enjoyment of 
individual freedoms of persons, 
and groups, as well as the 
security, right and sanctity to 
private property which had 
hitherto been grossly abused by 
the state and its functionaries 
is respected is another factor 
that explains the basis for NRM 
achievements. 

The NRM leadership, led by 
President Yoweri Museveni has 
been steadfast, consistent, 
focused, and flexible when 
conditions demands in order to 
remain on the critical priorities of 
the day which has enabled Uganda 
to achieve these successes even 
with very limited resources, 
and hostile environment. The 
NRM has been able to balance 
the means available and to the 
critical tasks at hand without 

causing a crush. The team 
that President Museveni has 
built and worked over the 
years has also been not only 
good and loyal, but able to 
solve many of Uganda’s 
problems hence leading to 
more trust.  

It is, important to always 
remember, that the NRM 
is not the first liberation 
movement, but rather, a 
phase in the metamorphosis 
from earlier struggles such 
the UNC, UPC, DP, FRONASA, 
UPM and eventually, the 
current NRM party, so that 
we are able to recognise 
the roles played at each 
phase by the different 
people. Since 1986, the 
NRM leadership has been 
consistent in following a 
strategic line of broad-
based politics to enable 
as many segments of the 
Ugandan population, who 
had hitherto been denied, 
to have a strong say and in 
determining who and how 
the country is governed. The 
critical mass of these groups 
that include the women, 
persons with disabilities, 
youths, un-educated, and 
peasants in villages rural 
cannot be ignored. Using 
that approached, NRM 
has ensured continuous 
recruitment, mobilization, 
and training of new 
people, across generations 
and segments, into its 
membership, cadreship 
and leadership who share 
its core values and able to 
defend its gains.

Consequently, NRM 
made popular political 
participation in public 
affairs a major pillar of 

Fundamental Pillars That Have 
Enabled NRM To Achieve Success

By Ofwono Opondo
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reconstructing state as well as non-state 
institutions. Herein, lay extreme humility of 
various categories of leaders to the ordinary 
people, and critical eyes to discern and build 
consensus on what benefits the majority. 
As a result of the afore-going, the security 
and dignity of the common person, and all, 
became the clarion call for the liberation and 
rebuilding a new Uganda. Ensuring steady 
state building, establishing the rule of law, 
and an accountable government and leaders 
has been a central theme in the success story 
because it is where all previous government 
since independence had scored so poor.

There was, for a long time, the spirit of 
voluntarism, hard work, self-sacrifice, 
humility, mutual respect for each other, and 
for common values like fairness and equity 
which strengthened NRM leadership, and 
its bond with ordinary people. Democratic 
platforms for open and constructive criticism 
were made available and often used to 
critique leadership methods as well as the 
policies being implemented which created a 
sense of involvement and greater ownership 
of decisions.

The army, police and intelligence services 
became critical pillars for establishing national 
security, peace and stability that enabled the 
full reconstruction of destroyed infrastructure, 
social services, economy, and the free return 
of dislocated persons, many of whom had 
gone into exile in neighbouring countries and 
beyond. In rebuilding the country, the NRM 
has established leadership and institutions 
that work and are responsible to public needs. 
And even where they may not be perfect or 
effective, there are mechanisms for redress.

The re-introduction and entrenchment of 
popular participation through free, fair and 
regular elections, and guaranteeing the rule 
of law created among the citizens confidence 
in public institutions. These avenues including 
political parties, vibrant free media, and civil 
society organisations which hold government 
in check, have acted as safety valves to enable 
public expression of discontent, without 
causing system breakdown. 

Simultaneously, the democratization of 
politics, and liberalization and privatization 
of the economy, unleashed the creativity and 
entrepreneurship especially of the private 
sector, and ownership by many Ugandans, 
which has led to unstoppable successes.

The building blocks for the massive success 

have been peace, security and stability 
enabling the rebuilding fundamental pillars of 
state structure, and the rehabilitation of social 
and economic infrastructure. Today, with on-
going expansion in energy, transportation and 
water networks, these will provide the most 
critical pillars for industrialisation, economic 
growth, job creation and national revenues. 
The continuous democratization and popular 
participation by the masses through elections 
that are now regular, relatively free and fair, 
and independent systems of arbitration have 
added to the legitimacy of public institutions. 

The policy of economic liberalization and 
privatization has enabled private sector led growth 
and expansion, as well as entrepreneurship in 
sectors such as health, education and water that 
touch on the lives of the majority. These policies 
have made individual ownership of businesses 
possible which create a sense of stake in the 
country’s stability. Following the principle of 
Pan-Africanism and regional integration, in a 
globalised world, has made Uganda engage 
pro-actively and more meaningfully in strategic 
geo-politics creating stability, and creation 
of further economic opportunities that come 
with the economies of scale. Through Pan-
Africanism, the NRM leadership has been able 
to build alliances within the continent that have 
ably safeguarded and defended NRM’s as well 
as Uganda’s interests.

Macro-economic stability, inflation and 
convertible currency, improved revenue 
collections

Works on New Nile Bridge in Jinja
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Today Uganda is celebrating the 
31st Liberation Day Anniversary 
that marked the end of bad gov-
ernance in the country. Museveni’s 
National Resistance Army over-
threw the military Junta in 1986 
and liberated Ugandans of years of 
instability. 

Capt. Terulaga Stephen Patrick a 
former security officer in the Obo-
te 1, Idi Amin’s and later joined 
NRA governments narrates how 
the struggle for liberation was. 
Capt. Terulaga who was then a 
commander and founder of Mwan-
ga Unit – Vumbula Kiwanguzi met 
NRA leader Yoweri Museveni during 
the Luwero bush war. He had ob-
tained good fighting skills from the 
two governments he had served, 
which enabled him to participate in 
the liberation struggle that started 
in Luwero district. 

Terulaga Stephen Patrick (Kuba-
bukube)’s army number was UO 
6358. He joined the Police Force 
in 1966 during Obote 1 regime 
and later joined Idi Amin’s Force in 
1971 after he overthrew Obote 1. 
In 1971, he was taken to Kabamba 

army training school where he was 
trained as an instructor for 9years. 
Within that period in Kabamba, he 
was among the few soldiers who 
were sent for further trainings in 
countries like Israel where he under-
took a course in Technical Amisom 
and Demolishing of Landmines, 
in Iraq for Commando course and 
Paratrooper for nine months and 
lastly in Tank driving and Engineer-
ing from Russia where he was given 
a rank of Captain. 

Terulaga narrates;

In 1979, when I was still in Rus-
sia, we heard that a combination of 
forces had overthrown Amin, mean-
ing that conditions were going to be 
tough for some of us who were sup-
porting Amin. In that same year, I 
came back from Russia with the aim 
of fighting Obote. Since the country 
was destabilized, I decided to be-
gin my journey from Kenya where 
we had landed from Russia.  Using 
Matatu taxis, I went through Bu-
sia, Bukorooto, Ziroobye, Kikyuusa 
– Kyawangabi which is my home 
village where I gathered 48 young 
men whom I persuaded to join me 
in fighting Obote and they agreed. I 
continued with the journey through 
Kisweramayinda, Bululu at Lake 
Kyoga Kaberamaido, Bugondwa up 
to Serere where I met the Chief Ed-
ucation Officer Okia Otuke, whom I 
requested to get me Kenyi youth who 
could help me in my struggle. For-
tunately, my request was welcomed 
and I was able to get 54 energetic 
youth whom I transported at night 
using two boats and Matatu taxis 
from Serere to Kireku-Kyawangabi 
in Luwero District and they joined 

the 48 I had organized in my area 
hence the number totaled to 102.

Kireku was Terulaga’s training 
ground and he liked it because it 
had forests, hills and it was con-
venient for training. Considering 
the fact that I had worked in two 
governments, he was able to se-
cure 36 guns and also received 
other equipments from his friends 
like Lutalo Kikono and Kalyamag-
wa. After three weeks of training 
youth with skills he obtained from 
Kabamba, Isreal, Iraq and Russia, 
it gave him confidence to start a 
war and on November 11, 1981 
he announced and declared a war 
against Obote II’s government 
with the help of his ‘army’ which 
he  named “Mwanga Unit – Vum-
bula. 

The Mwanga Unit - Vumbula cov-
ered the Eastern front of Luwero 
where they fought Obote’s forces. 
Within a few days, Terulaga’s infor-
mation officers informed him that 
in the Western front of Luwero, 
there was a man called Museveni 
who was the head of NRA (Nation-
al Resistance Army), a force that 
was also fighting Obote. What Ter-
ulaga didn’t know was that Musev-
eni had also been informed about 
Mwanga Unit – Vumbula that had 
destabilized the Eastern front of 
Luwero with the aim of overthrow-
ing Obote’s government.

How Capt. Terulaga met Mu-
seveni 

By the end of August1982, Mu-
seveni sent Mzee Lukwago Kitinda 
who was his informer to persuade 

Capt. Terulaga’s Tale of The 
NRA Liberation Struggle

By David Serumaga



U g a n d a  M e d i a  C e n t r e  -  0 1 1

U g a n d a ’s  S u c c e s s  S t o r y  U n d e r  N R M  L e a d e r s h i p ;  A  S h a r e d  S t o r y

Terulaga’s group combine forces 
with NRA in order to overthrow Obo-
te and his forces. As the command-
er, Terulaga was able to influence his 
executive to go and meet Museveni 
who had camped in Migingye-Na-
kaseke District. On arrival they met 
Jacob Asimwe and late Barigye (RIP) 
who connected them to Museveni’s 
delegates namely; Hajji Moses Ki-
gongo, late Fred Rwegyema (RIP), 
Jim Muhwezi and David Tinyefunza 
(Sejusa) who interviewed them. 

After the interview, on September 4, 
1982 at 4:00pm they met Museve-
ni and Terulaga signed agreements 
with him to join 
NRA and from 
that day, Mwan-
ga Unit – Vum-
bula force was 
made the 7th 
Battalion under 
NRA stationed 
in the Eastern 
front of Luwero. 
With the effort 
of achieving lib-
eration, in 1983 
Museveni sent 
Paul Kagame to 
the 7th Battal-
ion as an intelli-
gence officer for 
a four-day visit. 
After Kagame’s departure, Museve-
ni sent Bwende, Kyeyune, Sikaagye 
and Walugembe who went to help 
Terulaga. 

After staying for long in the eastern 
front of Luwero Terulaga asked to 
transferred, which was granted and 
he left the 7th Battalion under Ma-
tayo Kyaligonza’s commands. Since 
the numbers had grown, Terula-
ga departed with 500 well trained 
men and under his leadership an 
11th battalion was formed based in 
Rwenzori where Obote’s forces had 

camped.  On reaching Kamwenge 
district, they were ambushed and 
Commander Musisi who head-
ed a battalion that was following 
Terulaga was killed. They contin-
ued fighting up to Kasese – Fort 
Portal road at the crater lakes and 
where they were ambushed again 
by Obote’s forces but managed 
to fight and overpower them and 
confiscated one Land Rover, a Tata 
lorry full of bullets and guns and 
an anti-aircraft gun 4 barrows. 
On 6th/11/1984, they arrived in 
Rwenzori, region Kasese district 
after walking and fighting Obote’s 
forces for a month and 18 days.  

In 1985, 
Gen. Tito 
O k e l -
lo Lutwa 
r u s h e d 
and de-
c l a r e d 
h i m s e l f 
the pres-
i d e n t 
w h e n 
the Obo-
te forces 
had been 
w e a k -
e n e d . 
Gen. Tito 
c a l l e d 

Museveni to Nairobi for negotia-
tions but the NRA commanders 
advised Commander Fred Rwe-
gyema to tell Museveni not to ne-
gotiate with Tito. The fighting did 
not stop and at this point the NRA 
was fighting two enemies, Obote’s 
and Tito Lutwa’s forces. 

On April 22, 1985, the NRA forces 
in Rwenzori had fought a second 
successful mission in Bundibugyo 
where they defeated Obote’s sol-
diers and got drugs, guns and bul-
lets. When the commander of the 

11th battalion learnt that Obote’s 
Western Division Command-
er Brigadier Obo was traveling 
from Kasese to Fort Portal Ter-
ulaga was chosen with 34 oth-
er men to go and ambush him. 
On his way back from Kasese at 
around 7:00pm, Terulaga stood 
in the road and shot him dead 
using his MMG 1 and his offi-
cers killed his Brig. Obo’s body-
guards. From his car, Terulaga 
picked a briefcase which con-
tained documents, money, and 
a golden watch. To prove he had 
killed him, Terulaga removed his 
peeps (Stones/ranks) which 
he presented to his Army Com-
manders namely; Jim Muhwezi, 
Hajji Kigongo, and David Tinye-
funza who informed Museveni 
while he was in Sweden about 
the death of Brigadier Obo. His 
reply was “since Obote’s West-
ern Division Commander has 
died, then it is finished”. 

After making sure that NRA forc-
es had captured Rwenzori re-
gion, the remaining burden was 
to chase Obote’s forces from the 
following places respectively; 
Masindi, Kiryandong, Karuma, 
Kamuding Corner, Gulu up to 
Sudan. In 1986 when Museve-
ni was swearing in as the Pres-
ident, Tinyefunza, Jim Muhwezi 
and other officers and Terulaga 
were in northern Uganda clear-
ing and chasing Obote’s men 
from Uganda. 

“I have worked in several gov-
ernments but I am happy that 
what I fought for from 1981-
1986 like; restoration of king-
doms, turning counties into 
districts, peace and gender bal-
ance have been recuperated in 
Museveni’s government”, con-
cluded Terulaga. 

Capt. Terulaga
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The Yoweri Museveni admin-
istration is piloting its eco-
nomic and commercial di-
plomacy policy in seven of 
Uganda’s missions abroad 
including Beijing, China.  
This intervention covers the 
promotion of trade, tourism 
and attraction of foreign in-
vestment in a stark addition 
to traditional foreign rela-
tions practice that espoused 
offering consular services, 
keeping good relations with 
host countries, etc.  

This administration’s con-
fidence in Economic and 
Commercial diplomacy, as 
opposed to merely doing tra-
ditional foreign relations is 
aimed at the growth of long 
term foreign investment in 
the country’s economy via 
sectors like infrastructure, 
Uganda’s Oil and Gas indus-
try, Agriculture, Tourism, 
Minerals, Energy etc.  

Uganda’s President has a 

credible plan for this coun-
try’s continued development 
and he has already achieved 
promising early results.  He 
remains committed to value 
addition to Uganda’s exports 
as well as greater access to 
international markets.  As a 
matter of fact, diversification 
of both our exports and trade 
partnerships remain an im-
maculately pursued goal. 

The new and greater empha-
sis on economic and commer-
cial diplomacy to spur trade, 
tourism and investment will 
provide Uganda with an ele-
gant period punctuated with 
upped tourism (i.e. tapping 
into the immense tourism 
potential e.g. our flora and 
fauna, a plethora of our na-
tional faiths, culture, heri-
tage eco-tourism as well as 
sceneries etc.  Uganda, it is 
estimated, has 50% of the 
world’s mountain gorillas, 
70% of the world mammal 
species including unique tree 
climbing lions, white rhinos, 
11% of the world’s bird spe-
cies (1061 bird species), a 
vast variety of butterflies, 
10% of the world’s giraffes 
etc.  This presents our coun-
try with numerous opportu-
nities to stimulate economic 
growth and earning signifi-
cant revenues from strength-
ening primary, secondary and 
tertiary tourism industries.  
By 2011, tourism contributed 
14.6% of total employment 
(630,830 jobs) and the same 
sector contributed 23% of 
the total registered busi-

nesses (hotels, restaurants etc.) 
albeit our meagre investment in 
this very industry.  Tourism con-
tinues to be Uganda’s major for-
eign exchange earner represent-
ing 11.4% of our total earnings.  
It contributed USD662 million in 
2011, a vivid testament that with 
renewed support from the Yow-
eri Museveni administration and 
God prospering his exertions it’s 
not an impolitic prediction that 
tourism will take centre stage in 
the growth of our economy.  

Annual tourism arrivals in 2011 
stood at 945,899.  

With a population of 1.3 billion 
people, the growing appetite 
from the Chinese to tour the 
world as well as their middle 
class’s ever upping incomes, the 
exigency on our shoulders should 
be to streamline and modernize 
our tourism industry.  

Of statuesque proportion is the 
effort that this administration 
has invested in attracting invest-
ment.  The most recent statistics 
from Uganda Investment Author-
ity show that given the emphasis 
on economic and commercial di-
plomacy towards non-traditional 
trading partners, China comes 
as number two lead investor in 
Uganda after us, the citizens.  

With our political and social sta-
bility since 1986 and as effec-
tive macro-economic stability is 
maintained at an average growth 
of 6.5% as well as institutional 
and legal support, a number of 
Uganda’s priority investment 
sectors have been emphasized 
by the Beijing Mission, for in-

From Traditional Foreign Relations to 
Economic and Commercial Diplomacy

By Henry Mayega
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stance.  The sectors include 
agro-processing, mining and 
mineral beneficiation, tour-
ism, information technology, 
energy (oil and gas as well as 
renewable energy), services 
(health and education), con-
struction of real estate, in-
frastructural investment etc.  

Mr. Yoweri Museveni’s as-
cendency to the Presidency 
and summit of power, gave 
an unprecedented impulse to 
do many things including the 
commissioning of the Public 
Private Partnership (PPP) law 
that underwrites this type 
of investment venture in or-
der to encourage the private 
sector play a significant role 
in developing the country’s 
infrastructure; a piece of leg-
islation that is already feed-
ing well into the economic 
and commercial diplomacy 

intervention.  

A vast part of the citizenry 
have found President Yoweri 
Museveni honest, refreshing 
and real.  Even those who ini-
tially disagreed with him and 
murmur from beneath the 
political rubble as he contin-
ues to grow Uganda’s econo-
my through increased trade 
(mostly at regional level – 
EAC, COMESA, PTA), invest-
ment as well as robust invest-
ments in the tourism sector, 
quietly acknowledge his per-
sona that leads many to feel 
bound to him.  But it is also 
possible to catalog some of 
the pillars he has used to en-
able us reach where we are: 
his many decades of labour 
gave birth to peace, securi-
ty and stability; before 1986, 
all sorts of scoundrels were 
unsheathing their swords to 

take charge of the country pull-
ing against each other and bring-
ing ruin to the whole country. It 
is that national stability that has 
allowed room for economic and 
commercial diplomacy because 
resources hitherto used to quell 
rebellions are now being plowed 
back into the economy.  

As stated earlier seven missions 
are being piloted for E&C diplo-
macy and it is planned to be 
rolled out to all Uganda’s mis-
sions and the methodology be-
ing used to do that diplomacy in-
cludes taking part in trade fares, 
holding road farms, exhibitions, 
lobbying, company visits, easing 
visa issuance via on-line applica-
tion etc.  

The writer is the Deputy 
Head of Mission, Beijing, 
China

Chimps in Uganda
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Liberation day has relative meanings 
to different categories of Ugandans. 
The various interpretations associated 
with this day depend on many factors 
and individual beliefs. Some Ugandans 
especially those who have been  lucky 
(or unlucky) to have lived before and 
after January 26th 1985  (when the rag-
tag NRA officers and men matched 
on to Kampala) have a comparative 
advantage when it comes to this 
common debate on whether Liberation 
Day is worthy the name - let alone the 
celebrations.

At this time every year, Ugandans, 
young and old get involved (silently or 
publicly) in an acrimonious reflection 
and soul searching about the 
importance and relevance of this day. 
While others look back at that historical 
day (January 16th 1986) with nostalgia, 
others especially the youth and those 

who do not profess the NRM ideology 
always ask this intriguing question 
“liberated from what?”  There are of 
course many answers to this question 
and I want to give my personal view in 
regard to the above question.

 I belong to the group of Ugandans who 
have lived long enough to witness one 
or two political and military regimes 
before the military and current 
political establishment came on to 
the stage. This is 31 years ago today. 
At the time of Obote I ouster in 1971, 
I was a primary six lad and never fully 
comprehended both the political and 
military developments that were at 
play then. It was a few years later, 
during Amin’s regime that I started 
following political events in the 
country. At the time of his overthrow 
in January 1979, Ugandans had lived, 
suffered or died under human rights 

violations. 

When a combined force of armed 
liberators comprising of Museveni’s 
FRONASA which was superintended 
over by the president of Tanzania, 
the late Julius Nyerere finally pushed 
out Idi Amin, Ugandans and the 
rest of the world breathed ‘a sigh of 
liberation’. But the excitement did 
not last. The liberation by the then 
Uganda National Liberation Forces 
(UNLF) and the Tanzania Peoples 
Defence Forces (TPDF) became short-
lived because of the insecurity that 
engulfed Kampala. Many prominent 
people were killed in cold blood. Then 
there was the reported rigging of the 
1980 general elections by Uganda 
Peoples’ Congress Party which paved 
way for the subsequent assumption 
of power by Milton Obote, provoking 
a section of Ugandans led by Yoweri 

Why its Right for us to Celebrate Liberation Day 

NRA/M Soldiers after the Liberation Struggle

By Justus Muhanguzi
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Museveni to protest by waging a war 
against what was seen as an illegitimate 
and unpopular regime.

It took Museveni and his combatants 
a grueling 5 years in the bush war to 
end what was and is still referred to 
by some pundits as an oppressive and 
sectarian regime.The day the rag-tag 
NRA matched onto Kampala has and 
continues being referred to as the 
“Liberation Day” which  Ugandans 
celebrate every 26th day of January 
annually.     

I answer the question ‘what was 
Uganda liberated from’ drawing from 
my own experience and observations. 
I want to refer to the early 80s where 
the common political jargon was 
“Twariire” (we have eaten) which 
was a common way of glorifying and 
institutionalizing corruption. I compare 
the general security in the country 
now with the period before 1986  
when security of life and property of 
Ugandans was compromised into a 
culture whose lingua franca was either 
panda gaari (jump on the military truck 
for screening/detention) or gaana-
gaana (hundred shilling identification 
fee) levied on every traveler  at  every 

military roadblock. I feel that most 
Ugandans have to a large extent every 
reason to celebrate being liberated 
from the gross human rights abuse 
and insecurity among others. 

While some Ugandans have and 
continue to argue that ‘ordinary 
folks do not eat security’, it is in 
my considered opinion that it is  
worthwhile to sleep or ‘walk to work’ 
on an empty stomach these days, 
contrary to what used to be in the 70’s 
and 80s. Those who lived in Kampala 
in the 1980’s recall how the city 
dwellers had adopted a self-imposed 
curfew and used to desert the streets 
by 3:30pm and would only deem it 
relatively safe to return to the city 
after 9:00am the next morning. Even 
then, walking or driving on the streets 
one had to be very cautious ready to 
‘take cover’ or make an abrupt U-turn 
and run for dear life at the sound of 
gunfire. Those were days of notorious 
panda gaari (military operations by 
state agents to rid the city of guerillas 
or bandits). 

At that time Ugandans had become 
used to that type of life and it had 
become ‘very normal’ to jump over 

a dead body on the street or market 
place during day time. Paradoxically 
Kampalans had become callous to 
the extent that one would find it 
unusual to walk along a street for 
30minutes without witnessing a 
bloody scene. Similarly, it was very 
abnormal for a resident of Kampala 
to spend 30minutes during the night 
without hearing some sporadic 
gunfire followed by people crying 
and pleading. 

I did experience one such bizarre 
incident one night in Nsambya 
Railways Quarters where I was staying 
during an official visit to Kampala 
from Bushenyi district where I was 
working as an information officer. 
It was 1982 during the height of 
the notorious military operations 
against Museveni’s bandits (the 
then common reference to the 
NRA fighters). During that time, 
government troops used to carry out 
night raids on people’s homes every 
night to terrorize and wreck havoc 
to the populace, all in the name 
of looking for Museveni’s bandits. 
During that fateful night as I slept 
alone in one of those Railways two-

HE Yoweri Musveni decorating one of the contibutors to the struggles
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bed roomed houses located  along 
the Nsyambya Road, the ‘unusual’ 
happened. I realized that there were 
no gunshots that used to ignite the 
Kampala sky neither were there 
normal human noises that used to 
reverberate from the city centre or 
the neighbouring areas of Katwe, 
Kibuli and Nsambya. 

After waiting for situation to 
‘normalise’ in vain, I sat on the 
bed until I felt I could not take it 
anymore as fear took its toll on me.  
My plight was further complicated 
when I failed to find my identity 
card and graduated tax tickets – a 
mitigating factor in case the security 
men suddenly banged  the door and 
shouted fungua mulango (open the 
door) for the routine checkups. It 
was at that moment that I decided 
it was ‘safer’ to abandon the house 
and lock myself in the dogs’ kernel 
outside. 

Nothing happened that night apart 
from the frightening silence that 
engulfed the city and its suburbs. 
The next morning at around 9:00am 
as I walked through panya across the 
railway to Ministry of Information 
Headquarters in Nakasero (current 
Hilton Hotel)to get my documents 
replaced  I decided pass by my 
friends place at Lumumba Avenue 
where  I spent the better part of  the 
previous day. To my relief, I realized 
that I had dropped and left my purse 
which contained my identification 

documents there.

When I shared my previous nights’ 
ordeal with him, he also told me 
how he had spent a sleepless night 
because of the abnormally quiet 
and graveyard silence that had 
engulfed Kampala the previous 
night. I have never known what 
caused that Sunday’s insecurity in 
Kampala and surrounding areas 
since the following night, it was 
business as usual. That night, I 
enjoyed a sound sleep because of 
the routine gunshots and the noise. 
I also had the confidence since I had 
my identity card and graduated tax 
tickets.

The day that followed turned 
eventful when I survived the wrath 
of the ‘fortune hunting’ UNLA 
soldiers at the notorious Nsimbe 
Estates military roadblock where 
the gaana-gaana (identification 
fee levied on every traveler) was 
another magic of arresting bandits 
in transit. After parting with all the 
money I had on me to buy my bus 
fare ticket for the Kampala-Bushenyi 
return journey, I found myself in a 
very tricky and dangerous situation 
when our bus pulled up at the 
notorious Nsimbe roadblock. I did 
not have the money (gaana-gaana) 
to ‘dress’ my identities which was 
enough proof for being a bandit for 
detention.

When the soldier who was picking 

the notes from every passenger’s 
documents picked my ‘dry’ identities, 
I had to act fast as the survival instinct 
went into an overdrive. The miracle 
stint I pulled was to go native and 
secretarian by greeting him in his 
native language, an act that disarmed 
him and softened him from shoving 
me aside to join the line of “suspected 
bandits’. Wearing a forced smile, he 
answered back and allowed me on 
the bus again. As the bus finally pulled 
off leaving behind the unfortunate 
passengers, I breathed a sigh of relief 
and thanked God for my colour and 
facial looks which have always made 
me pass for member of a certain 
Ugandan tribe different from mine.

Be as it may, many Ugandans suffered 
while others died due to sectarianism 
that characterized our society before 
the NRA/M took charge of this country. 
It is a fact that in the early 80’s many 
people of Rwandan origin lost their 
lives and properties after the then 
Mbarara local government backed by 
the then powerful central government 
ministers passed a resolution to send 
them parking. When the current 
establishment took over power on 
January 26th 1985 efforts were made 
to outlaw sectarianism. There was 
even an incident in which someone 
was reprimanded after he reported 
some tribal sentiments against a 
fellow reveler during a drinking spree 
in a Kampala kafunda (beer joint).

In another related incident, an NRA 
senior commander who also doubled 
as a minister and NRM ideologue had 
to resign after pulling a pistol against 
a woman who reportedly provoked 
his wrath with some sectarian 
insults. On the other hand, The Oder 
Commission which was established 
in 1986 to investigate human rights 
abuses did a commendable job when 
it propagated the recommendation 
for the establishment of a permanent 
government human rights institution- 
the Uganda Human Rights Commission 
(UHRC). Given the above, I think 
Ugandans were indeed liberated 
and have a reason to celebrate the 
Liberation Day. 

Ugandans who have made an outstanding contribution receive 
medals for regnition.
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As the National Resistance Army (NRA) 
captured the city, it had a diminutive 
army, but very elaborate and effective 
command strategies. All the command-
ers had differentiated themselves in 
the five-year struggle. Tracing their 
roles and whereabouts thirty on years 
later.  

General Salim Saleh (Celeb Akandwa-
naho)

 He was the overall commander at 
the time the NRA took over Kampa-
la. Saleh became a soldier at a tender 
age of 17. He was at that time in Tanza-
nia. He fought with the Front National 
Salvation (FRONASA) during the war 
that overthrew Idi Amin and was later 
integrated into the Uganda National 
Liberation Army. He later defected to 
the NRA. In the bush war, he was one 
of the most successful field command-
ers in charge of influential mobile force 
of the NRA. His achievements in the 
bush included commanding the de-
cisive attack on Masindi and the third 
attack on Kabamba in 1985. Salim Saleh 
served as Army Commander before he 
was put off in 1989.  He has served as 
Commander of the Reserved Forces, 
Minister of Micro-finance and now he 
is Chairperson Operation Wealth Cre-
ation. 

General Ivan Koreta

Born in 1964 is a Ugandan military 
officer and diplomat. Like Saleh, Ko-
reta was a teenager when he joined 
the struggle with FRONASA in the 
late 70s. He trained in Mozambique 
before returning to fight Idi Amin. 
When Museveni went to the bush, 
Koreta joined him. During the cap-
ture of Kampala, he was in charge 
of the 13th Battalion that was tasked 
to block the major Kampala-Gulu 
Road at Matugga. Koreta has since 
served in several capacities includ-
ing leading Uganda peace-keepingg 
force to Liberia. He was also the 
first commandant of Uganda’s elite 
Kimaka Senior Staff College in Jinja. 
He previously served as the Deputy 
Chief of Defence Forces (DCDF), the 
second-highest position in the Ugan-
dan military from 2005-2013. Kore-
ta also concurrently served as the 
chairman of the General Court Mar-
tial, second-highest military court in 
Uganda. As of now, he is a member 
of Parliament representing Uganda 
People’s Defence Force (UPDF).

General David Tinyefunza alias Sejju-
sa

A key commander during the bush 
war, Tinyefunza was in charge of 
the Fort-Portal-Hoima-Masindi axis 
as his colleagues captured Kampa-
la. After the war, he became State 
Minister for Defence. It was during 
this time that he was deployed by 
the President to command the war 
against insurgents in Eastern Ugan-
da, where he triumphed. In 1997, he 

fell out with the establishment but 
after three years of “thinking” and 
apologizing to President Museveni 
he was given another chance and re-
turned to the fold. He was in charge 
of overseeing the operations of all 
intelligence services in the country, 
Member of Parliament. Currently, 
he is still a serving army officer al-
though he is involved political con-
troversies. 

Late Major General Fred Rwigyema

Born in Rwanda in the late 50s, Rwi-
gyema joined the struggle in the 
70s. He trained in Mozambique and 
fought against Idi Amin. After the 
1979 war, he was one of Museveni’s 
chief bodyguards. When Museveni 
went to the bush, he joined him. Per-
haps other than Saleh, Rwigyema 
was the second most “loved” com-
manders of the NRA. He is remem-
bered for having commanded the 
move to the west that opened up 
the second front for the NRA in the 
Rwenzori. After the war, he com-
manded several counter insurgency 
campaigns in the north and east. He 
is credited for defeating the rebels 
of the Holy Spirit Movement, led by 
Alice Lakwena. In October 1990, he 
led over 4,000 of his tribesmen back 
to Rwanda. He however died just 24 
hours into the struggle. 

Colonel Ahmed Kashillingi

During the capture of Kampala, he 
commanded the 5th battalion that 
was deployed to capture Entebbe 
airport. In the bush war, Kashillingi 
was one of the top commanders. 

By Ailo Angella 

WHO ARE THE COMMANDERS WHO CAPTURED KAMPALA 
DURING THE NRA LIBERATION STRUGGLE?
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After the war, he got problems 
while in charge of Republic House 
(now Bulange) when the building 
caught fire. Kashilingi has worked 
in different positions including the 
principal military adviser to the 
state minister for internal affairs. 
Kashilingi also worked in the office 
of the President and right now he 
is a retired officer. 

Brigadier Matayo Kyaligonza

Currently he is the Uganda’s Am-
bassador in the Republic of Bu-
rundi and the Vice Chairperson 
NRM Western region. In 2006, he 
was Uganda’s High Commissioner 
in Kenya. Kyaligonza is one of the 
most daring field commanders 
the NRA had throughout the five 
year war. He led a special squad of 
fighters called the Black Bombers 
that operated behind enemy lines. 

During the capture of Kampala, he 
commanded the seventh Battalion 
that fought through Makindye. Af-
ter the war, Kyaligonza served in 
several command positions, includ-
ing fighting the insurgency in east-
ern Uganda. 

Colonel Pecos Kutesa

Another fearless field commander 
Kutesa was in charge of the 1st  bat-
talion of the NRA. He joined the 
struggle during the war against Idi 
Amin. He was subsequently sent for 
training in the prestigious Munduli 
College and when he came back, 
he served in Arua and Nakasongo-
la before defecting to the NRA. In 
the bush, his battalion was part of 
almost all key operations, including 
Masindi, Hoima and the third attack 
on Museveni’s escort whenever he 
went out of the country. After the 

take-over, Kutesa has served in several 
capacities. He commanded the 4th Divi-
sion in Gulu in the late 80s. He was also 
a delegate in the Constitutional Assem-
bly. Currently he is the Director of Doc-
trine in UPDF and representing UPDF in 
Parliament.  

Fred Mugisha

He was Pecos Kutesa’s second in com-
mand of the 1st Bbattalion. During the 
capture of Kampala, he at one time 
oversaw the battle as Kutesa was down 
with a cold. He died in the 90s. 

Late Colonel Patrick Lumumba

He was another member of the elite 
commanders during the bush war. Lu-
mumba was in charge of the NRA 3rd 
Battalion that fought through Kibuye, 
before attacking Lubiri. 

Gen. Salim Saleh with Brig. Oketa (RIP)
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Lately there is a growing sentiment 
portraying Uganda’s economy as 
sickly, this is majorly attributed to the 
state of affairs in terms of growing 
commodity prices, alleged bailout 
requests by some firms, suspension 
of Crane Bank management and di-
rectors, the exit of AIG International,  
the looming collapse of supermarket 
chain Nakumatt, and many other un-
empirical and unsubstantiated state-
ments.

Economic performance is scored 
against macro-economic indicators 
to paint a picture of how an econo-
my is performing.  Uganda and many 
other countries around the world, 
economic health has been assessed 
basing on the Gross Domestic prod-
uct (GDP) growth, inflation, exchange 
rates, business tendency index (in-

vestor confidence), private sector 
credit, trade balance etc. To under-
stand Uganda’s position, we shall 
look at each indicator to assess per-
formance and the focus will rotate 
around year on year performance, 
and the regional performance in 
comparison to Uganda to put opti-
mism in context.

According to the Ministry of Fi-
nance Planning and Economic De-
velopment, and Bank of Uganda 
data the performance of Uganda’s 
economy as at September 2016 
was optimistic with all major indi-
cators showing  economic stability 
and progress as follows;

The GDP growth stood at 4.8% in 
financial year 2015-16 and this was 
above the forecasted 4.5% average 
but below the target of 5%. This was 
despite of the challenges surround-
ing  the Ugandan environment, the 
negative sentiments due to 2016 
being an election year, the war in 
South Sudan whose effect on GDP 
growth cannot be ignored given 
that it had become Uganda’s big-
gest export destination, the  long 
dry spell from March 2016 to date 
has a major bearing on the food 
production for both domestic and 

export. Regardless of all the men-
tioned challenges and more there 
was a growth of 0.3% year on year 
(YoY) basis.

Inflation is another parameter to 
measure the state of an economy; 
it may signal an effect on the cost 
of living, long term saving value 
and cost of borrowing.  Uganda has 
maintained its inflation at single dig-
it at 4.1% as at September 2016 and 
the core inflation dropped from 5% 
in the month of August 2016. Head-
line inflation stood at 4.2% down 
from 4.8%, although annual food 
inflation rose to 5.1% from 4.8% aris-
ing majorly from high fruit prices. 

The business tendency index (BTI) 
indicates investor confidence in an 
economy. It is designed to show op-
timism of investors or business per-
sons in an economy and it is based 
on production, orders and stocks by 
manufacturers and service providers. 
Uganda’s BTI stood at 56.7 further, 
the composite index on economic 
activity indicated an upward trend 
of 198 to 199 an indication of more 
economic activity. With convergence 
of laws and governance into the East 
African Community, widening con-
sumer markets, high infrastructur-

The Uganda’s Economy is on the Right Track 

By Moses Kitunzi

A farmer displays his matooke before taking them to the market
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al investments like the Standard 
Gauge Railway, roads, dams the 
investor confidence is set to rise 
because it guarantees the busi-
ness environment. 

In order to spur growth, the Cen-
tral Bank lending Rate (CBR) has 
been dropping. Whereas it’s used 
as a tool for monetary control, 
a lowering CBR is a stimulus to 
growth through reduction of the 
cost of borrowing and in turn in-
creases the number and amount 
of money borrowed by private 
sector given the low cost of mon-
ey. Currently the CBR stands at 
12% which has been on a down-
ward trend after peaking at 17% 
in the previous year (2015). Private 
sector credit as at August 2015 was 
shs6.3 trillion this has increased to 
6.7 trillion Year on Year (YoY) a sig-
nificant growth by 4 trillion in local 
currency. The Foreign denominat-
ed PSC has not performed well 
due to lesser borrowing in foreign 
currency.

Exchange rate is a macro-econom-
ic indicator that cannot be missed. 
Exchange rate movements can 
have a significant effect on im-
ported consumer and industrial 

requirements i.e producer price index 
and Consumer Price Index (CPI), a sta-
ble exchange rate facilitates a foresee-
able business environment but also 
a lowering exchange rate against the 
dollar (on which Uganda Shilling is 
pegged) indicates low price of imports 
but also cheap exports which in turn 
allows more sales. The exchange rate 
has favored the shilling  if looked at 
an YoY basis, the exchange rate in the 
September 2015 was shs3695.3 which 
significantly appreciated to shs3388 in 
September 2016 representing an 8.3% 
appreciation and has been relatively 
stable peaking at shs3465 in October 
2016, this is attributed to matched de-
mand and supply for the dollar.

There is still a trade deficit with high im-
ports of merchandise majorly caused 
by the high dependency on imported 
oil and fuel however; the good news 
is that the deficit has been narrowing. 
If looked at on a YoY basis in Septem-
ber 2015 trade deficit stood at approx-
imately USD -340m and September 
2016 it was USD-222.4m a positive 
change of over USD117.6m. The in-
crease in the export account is attribut-
ed to high exports of coffee and gold 
whose prices were high on the world 
market. As South Sudan stabilizes, 

Uganda’s exports will go even higher 
which hopefully will reduce the trade 
deficit and unfavorable balance of 
payment.

Uganda held its general presidential 
election in 2016 where President Yow-
eri Kaguta Museveni won with a good 
margin of 60.8%. Elections especially 
in Africa have a negative bearing on 
the economy, inflation goes out of 
the roof due to election spending but 
Uganda’s has remained single digit 
at 4.1%. Investor confidence drops 
and takes more than a year to recover 
Uganda’s investor confidence is rising 
and no sign of reversing, exchange 
rates become volatile for some time 
and normally unfavouring to the 
local currency, Uganda’s remained 
stable, interest rates to be specific 
the Central Bank rate is increased to 
sweep out excess money from the 
economy to avert spiraling inflation 
but because we had no significant ex-
cesses of money the CBR has moved 
even further down to 13%.  None of 
the core economic performance in-
dicators points a negative in terms of 
performance of Uganda’s economy, 
the main reason why optimism about 
the state of Uganda’s economy is and 
should be.  

Standard Gauge Railway (SGR) construction
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The high rate of unemployment 
in Uganda has become a threat 
as it worries the level of growth 
in our nation. It is estimated that 
over 400,000 young people en-
ter the job market every and the 
available jobs cant even meet qa-
urter the demand. The close to 
30 public and private universities 
pass out graduates in hundreds of 
thousands most of whom are job 
seekers. The number gets bigger 
with those from other higher in-
structions of learning.  

The times when graduates of the 

1980s were assured of jobs are 
long gone. They would sit for in-
terviews for jobs as soon as they 
completed their examinations, 
which is unimaginable now. Today 
when some of a few jobs are ad-
vertised in the media, they require 
over three year experience which a 
fresh graduate doesn’t have. 

This makes me ask what could be 
wrong, who is responsible for the 
unemployment dilemma especially 
to our graduates? When some of 
us that are yet to graduate hear 
of the cries of those before us we 
wonder what our fate will be. I 
have asked myself what will be-
come of me after school and what I 
can do to avoid contributing to the 
unemployment statistics and I am 
yet find an answer.  

Some young unemployed grad-

uates have formed  unemployment 
associations and but instead of com-
ing together to get a solution to their 
unemployment they move around 
lamenting and calling upon govern-
ment to come to their rescue. Most of 
these are looking at white collar jobs 
are the only solution to their problems. 
With the available unemployment sta-
tistics, young people especially gradu-
ates should think outside the box by 
putting our brains to task to get ideas 
of how to self-employ ourselves rather 
than expecting what has proven to be 
hard to find.

Unemployment majorly among gradu-
ates is because they have shunned blue 
collar jobs thinking working in office is 
what they are supposed to do. They 
forget is that what matters at the end 
of the day is making a living whether 
the job is considered dirty or clean. We 
have seen many uneducated people 

Graduates Can Deal With 
Unemployment Dilema

By John Khaukha

Students celebrating after completion of their studies at Kyambogo University Khaukha with his camera which he uses to earn some 
money
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school we surely would have some-
where to start after graduating. We 
have also heard of people that have 
begun with only fifty thousand Ugan-
da shillings and their businesses have 
grown into multimillion businesses. 
It is all about thinking right and hav-
ing our priorities right. How do you 
claim not to have capital when you 
hold a smart phone of over a million 
shillings.

Uganda is our country and we hold re-
sponsibility as young people towards 
building it and encouraging ourselves 
that we can do better than the way 
we are today. Running to the city in 
search of jobs that are less heard of 
takes us nowhere. Many people have 
left virgin land in their villages that 
could be used for agriculture to the 
city where life is expensive. You can’t 
survive in town without money. 

The government is aware of the ram-
pant unemployment in the country 
that’s why it is encouraging and set-
ting up vocational institutions that 
are to train people to be job creators 
instead of job seekers. Parent should 
embrace this idea and not think that 
for a child to succeed they must go 
to university. It is hurting for the par-
ents and other benefactors to spend 
millions of shillings on their children 

only to become jobless and hope-
less after graduation. 

From my observation, in the job 
market what matters most is the 
skills one has since many people 
have degrees. As we study there-
fore, we should aim at working 
on our skills rather than reading 
hard only to pass examinations. If 
you are studying media and mass 
communication, have the skills 
of using a camera, editing, have 
some computer skills and more 
will give you an edge over others. 
As I complete my fourth year at 
Livingstone International Univer-
sity, Mbale I have done what I 
can to acquire some skills in me-
dia technology, photography and 
editing and I plan to use them at 
every available opportunity to 
earn a living. 

It a shames me not by go to peo-
ple’s functions to take pictures 
and be branded ‘cameraman’ 
as long as at the end of it I earn 
out of it. I will do it all instead of 
sitting home and expecting cash 
hand outs from parents/guard-
ians who have spent a fortune 
to get me through school. I hope 
my skills will keep me going as I 
search for better opportunities. I 
encourage my colleagues to put 
to use any resource they have to 
make a living. Those whose par-
ents own some land can go into 
agriculture to survive as they 
look for the jobs they studied for. 
Demonstrating and hauling in-
sults at government will not take 
us anywhere. Let us start with 
what we have, the rest will come 
along the way. 

have succeed because they have em-
braced all jobs considered dirty and 
through their endurance they own 
big schools, the most successful busi-
nesses ,arcades in the city and other 
towns to mention but a few. They 
can’t even compare to those working 
9am – 5pm jobs in offices. 

Boda boda business has been one of 
the fastest growing income generat-
ing activities in Uganda lately. There 
is now a boda boda in every town in 
Uganda. This could be one of the ac-
tivities to engage in as one still looks 
for an office job. Most of the young 
people in markets like Owino don’t 
have degrees but they are making a 
living. The government has taken an 
initiative to build a modern market in 
every major town, as graduates have 
we looked at this as an employment 
opportunity? This makes me ask my-
self why a degree holder in business 
administration or marketing can’t 
take up such opportunities. 

The biggest excuse given for never 
creating anything is lack of capital or 
money. If we find every reason not to 
do something them we shall never do 
it. Most of us are lucky to get some 
pocket money while we are at school, 
if we saved a portion from that and 
worked on ideas while we are at 
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Fidel Castro, who died on No-
vember 25, 2016 aged 90, 
was laid to rest on December 
4th 2016, Castro epitomized 
the character of a true revolu-
tionary leader, born in 1926. 
Fidel Castro Ruz gained power 
through a popular revolution 
in 1959 and governed Cuba 
under strict socialist political 
system until 2008 when his 
younger brother, Raul Castro 
Ruz succeeded him. 

During this period he creat-
ed an integrated multi-racial 
society where all Cuban citi-
zens were equal irrespective 
of race, creed or color. Using 
the foundation inspired by his 
close friend and revolutionary 
compatriotic Che Guevera, he 
provided free education and 
health to his people which en-
abled Cuba to attain literacy 
rate of almost 100%, which I 

am sure it’s one of the best in 
the world. 

Castro stirred the imagination 
of African freedom fighters as 
a man who presided over the 
Cuban revolution against the 
corrupt dictatorship of Fulgen-
cio Batista in 1959. Under Cas-
trol, Africa became central to 
Cuba’s foreign policy, ideologi-
cally propelled by a form of in-
ternationalism that saw duty to 
help others facing oppression 
in the global south as the core 
of the Cuban Revolution. From 
the Early 1960’s Castro began 
deepening his relations with Af-
rica and its black Diaspora.

While in Diaspora Castro met 
people like Gamal Abdel Nass-
er of Egypt, Kwame Nkurumah, 
Eduardo Mondlane and Agost-
inho Neto all pan Africanists 
and revolutionalists of that 
time.  Cuba’s foreign policy to-
wards Africa had two main pil-
lars, decolonization and tech-
nical assistance.  In the early 
1960’s Castro supported Alge-
ria’s War of Liberation (1954-
1962) against France which 
had already attracted many 
Caribbean intellectual revolu-
tionaries such as Fratz Fanon, 
who once said that “Every gen-
eration must out of relative ob-
scurity discover its own destiny 
either betray it or fulfill it.”  

Cuba supported Amilcar 
Cabral for the Liberation of 
Cape Verde and Guinea Bis-
sau fighting against Portu-
guese colonialism. “In the 
spirit of friendship, the bonds 
of history, blood and culture 
unite our peoples with Cu-
ban people,” declared Amilcar 
Cabral. 

Without Castro a number of 
African states would have 
taken a different trajectory. 
Apart from supporting the Af-
rican people, Castro is on re-
cord for giving a seven hour 
and 10 minute speech to dot-
ing Cubans in 1986 during 
the third Communist Party 
Congress platform in Hava-
na. On the international plat-
form, Castro held the Guin-
ness Book of records title of 
four hours 29 minutes for the 
longest speech ever delivered 
at the United Nations on Sep-
tember 29th 1960. This came 
barely a year after he came 
to power through a revolu-
tion by toppling US leading 
Dictator Fulgencio Batista, 
the man who routinely wore 
trade mark beards and green 
military Fatigues was a nag-
ging thorn in the flesh of its 
powerful neighbor, the USA 
the reins of 10 presidents 
from Dwight Eisen Hower to 
George Walker Bush.  Almost 

By Stephen Asiimwe
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everything about Castro, 
from assassination attempts 
to cigarette smoking assumed 
superlative, revolutionary of 
a great leader in the 20th cen-
tury. 

He claimed to have survived 
634 assassination attempts 
mostly master minded by the 
central intelligence agency 
(CIA). No other world leader 
is known to have survived as 
many assassination attempts 
as Fidel. They included poison 
pills a toxic cigar, exploding 
mollusks, a chemically – taint-
ed diving suit and powder to 
make his beard fall out so as 
to undermine his popularity. 
He surmounted the seeming-
ly impossible such as defeat-
ing the intractable addition of 
nicotine by impulsively giving 

up cigars in 1985. Summing up 
the harms of Tobacco, years 
later he remarked snidely, “The 
best thing you can do with this 
box of cigars is to give them to 
your enemy.” 

Castro never feared the mighty 
USA, the capitalist giant 145 
Kilometers across the sea from 
its shores. He was the brains 
behind the CIA hatched Bay 
of pigs Invasion, defeat of the 
US by Cuban forces in 1961 
that left 114 US soldiers dead 
and 1100 taken prisoner. The 
defeat where many US shops 
were sunk by Cuban Navy was a 
major embarrassment for Pres-
ident JF Kennedy and power 
booster for Castro who enjoyed 
backing the Soviet Union. How-
ever, his revolution left many 
Cuban American stay abroad 

and did not return. What we 
need to know is whether they 
were collaborating to remove 
him from power including 
Castro’s daughter Alina Fer-
nandez Revuleta and his 
younger sister Juana. 

He left a county of world class 
health system that attract-
ed medical tourists from far 
and wide. He also sent tens 
of thousands of the country’s 
first rate doctors to hospitals 
abroad including the largest 
contingent that reacted to 
the Ebola Crisis in West Afri-
ca in 2014. 

Rest In Peace the Icon of 20th 
Century. 

The writer is a member 
Uganda – Cuban Association 

A pan Africanist, EALA  
Aspirant & RDC-Kabarole

Fidel Castrol (RIP)
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As we celebrate the 31st Liberations Day anniversary that 
marked the end of bad governance in the country, George 
Ssempa caught up with Sergeant Stephen Sempagala 
alias Kifulugunyu to give his account of his role in the NRA 
struggle.

Sergeant Stephen Sempagala was born in 1939 in 
Kasanda-Siingo. He was a commando in Idi Amin’s gov-
ernment and later joined NRA and he explains how he ob-
tained fighting skills that enabled him to participate in the 
liberation struggle that started in Luwero district. 

Sempagala whose army number was RA49819 joined the 
Uganda Army in 1964 when Kabaka Sir Edward Muteesa 
was President after hearing recruitment announcements 
over the radio. He was nicknamed Kifulugunyu because of 
his comic stunts.  Sempagala says he fulfilled his national 
duties because he took part in different battles since 1965. 
He participated in the battle in Congo when the Ugandan 
army invaded former Zaire, which saw senior Uganda gov-
ernment officials take part in larceny of minerals.  He was 
part of the Ugandan soldiers taken to Chad in 1973 for 
peace keeping.  Sempagala managed to serve in all the re-
gimes up to 1979 when he was remanded at Luzira Prison. 
After combined force from Tanzania headed by late Milton 
Obote overthrew Idi Amin’s regime in 1979, that’s he met 

By George Ssempa
President Museveni who was then responsible for the 
Ministry of Defense when he visited Luzira prison. 

Sempagala and other soldiers had been remanded on 
charges of trying to destroy Kagera Bridge during the fight 
between Ugandan soldiers and Tanzanian troops which 
took place during Idi Amin’s regime. Museveni was touring 
Police stations and Prisons countrywide to check on the 
inmates and release those who were there on political 
charges. Sempagala explained his case to Museveni and he 
picked interest in him. 

When President Museveni started the Liberation struggle 
in the 1980s, Sempagala was still on remand in Luzira Pris-
on. When his relative visited him and told him that there 
was a guerrilla war being organized in Buganda region, 
Sempagala became restless until he had to escape from 
Luzira prison to join.

Before joining the Liberation struggle from Kiboga he met 
Godfrey Nsereko a former chief bodyguard to late Andrew 
Lutakome Kayiira head of a rebel group FEDEMU contact-
ed him over the guerrilla war. Nsereko took him to meet 
Kayiira at Tank Hill in Muyenga, a Kampala suburb. Kayiira 
who was recruiting mainly Baganda fighters persuaded 
him to join his rebel group but he asked for some time to 

Sergeant Kifulugunyu’s Contribution to the 
Liberation Struggle
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make up his mind.

After a period of a month  while in Kiboga, NRA’s bush 
war began with an attack on an army installation in the 
central Mubende district on 6 February 1981, on this day 
he engaged with Museveni for the second time courtesy 
the late Sam Magara.

Museveni told him that he had gained a guerrilla war 
experience with the Mozambican Liberation Front(FRE-

lifted the spirits of the fighters in times of despair. Because 
of his musical background (the Kawalya family) Sergeant 
Kifulugunyu was given the task of composing songs for the 
war. Here he managed to compose many morale boosting 
songs during the bush war and he reminisces on how the 
power of songs helped the weary soldiers make it through 
the tough times.  Among the motivational songs that he re-
calls lifted the spirits of fighters included Tukutendereza Mu-
kama, Moto wa waaka,   Eno yensi yaffe and Kino kyekisera. 

LIMO) in Mozambique, and his own Front For National 
Salvation (FRONASA) that was based in Tanzania to fight 
the dictatorship of Idi Amin. He said he was going to use 
the same system by camping in rural areas hostile to 
Obote’s government, especially central and western Bu-
ganda and in the regions of Ankole and Bunyoro in west-
ern Uganda. Museveni’s vision of a liberated  country 
encouraged the commando to join National Resistance 
Army where he was put on the forefront because of his 
military  skills gained from the previous regimes.

Having served in the army for many years, Sempagala is 
among the soldiers who got opportunities of attaining 
further commando trainings from 1965-1975 in coun-
tries like United Kingdom, Greece, Russia, Israel where 
he obtained a course in Technical Demolishing of Land-
mines, in Iraq for Commando course, Paratrooper, T55 
Tank driving and Engineering from Libya where the Late 
Col Muammar Gadaffi decorated him with a rank of Ser-
geant. 

Kifulugunyu and the Music

The Liberation struggle in the jungles of Luweero trian-
gle was fought on many fronts. One of which was the 
use of persuasive powers and liberation songs which up-

After NRA captured power in 1986, a year later Sergeant Ki-
fulugunyu was again involved in another rebel war this time 
NRA was fighting Holy Spirit movement rebel group led by 
the late Alice Lakwena whom they defeated in Magamaga, 
Eastern Uganda. During this war Sergeant Kifulugunyu sus-
tained an injury eye in his right because he was responsible 
for the artillery equipment He was rushed to Jinja hospital 
before being transferred to Mulago hospital for treatment. 
While in Mulago after some treatment the doctors advised 
him to seek further treatment abroad if he was to gain his 
sight again. 

This information reached President Museveni who directed 
ministry of Defense to arrange for his treatment in America. 
After that treatment Kifulugunyu wanted to be deployed 
back in his professional area but doctors advised him not 
to take part in artillery work. The President who is the Com-
mander in Chief of the armed forces directed army com-
manders to let him consecrate on his music and give up on 
military duties. Sergeant Semapgala alias Kifulugunyu was 
releaved from his duties from the army on March 3, 2008 
after serving for 43years and 139 days. 
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Long before Forum for Demo-
cratic Change’s Dr. Kizza Besi-
gye went to Abim Hospital on 
December 5, 2015 and found 
it in an appalling state, since 
her appointment in September 
2009, Dr. Diana Atwine, the Di-
rector of the Health Monitoring 
Unit (HMU), a State House de-
partment whose motto is ‘Rais-
ing the Bar in Healthcare’ has 
been traversing this country ex-
posing and rectifying all kinds of 
rot and in Uganda’s health facil-
ities. While the two doctors (co-
incidentally both have served as 
President Museveni’s personal 
physician) have expressed con-
cern about the health sector, 
Besigye went to Abim Hospital 
to politick, after all it was during 
the presidential campaigns that 
he made his impromptu visit, 
whereas for Atwine it is a full-
time job. 

In keeping with his ‘Kisanja 
Hakuna Mchezo’ pledge to im-
prove service delivery in this 
presidential term, on Friday, 
November 4, 2016, President 
Museveni reshuffled his Perma-
nent Secretaries (PSs). Some 

were dropped and newcomers 
came on board, including Dr. 
Diana Atwine as the new Per-
manent Secretary (PS) for the 
Ministry of Health, replacing 
Dr. Asuman Lukwago.

When I learnt of Atwine’s ap-
pointment, I was convinced 
she is the best person for the 
job because I have followed 
her career since 2010. Anyone 
who has met Dr. Diana Atwine, 
as I have on two occasions, 
will testify that she is incred-
ibly passionate about reform-
ing Uganda’s health sector. 
Like a modern-day Florence 
Nightingale, she is one of the 
most hardworking and com-
mitted public servants I have 
ever met. Atwine, a specialist 
in Internal Medicine, was ap-
pointed on merit; her 18 years 
of experience in the medical 
profession, her work as Direc-
tor of HMU and above all, the 
fact that she passed the oral, 
written and internet-based in-
terviews set by Public Service 
Commission before she was 
approved as Permanent Sec-
retary qualify her. 

Mulago Hospital is Uganda’s 
national referral hospital. In 
2011, Atwine accused the then 
director of Mulago Hospital, 
Dr. Edward Ddumba, of gross 
mismanagement, an accusa-
tion that led to his transfer in 
the midst of an ongoing inves-
tigation at the hospital. Again, 
in April 2016, while appear-
ing before Parliament’s Health 
Committee, Dr. Diana Atwine 
reported that Mulago Nation-
al Referral Hospital had been 
reduced to a health centre IV! 
During this April meeting at 
Parliament, Atwine proposed 
the introduction of tracking 
devices on ambulances to stop 
the siphoning of fuel. She also 
exposed the doctors, who are 
trained at Kampala Interna-
tional University (KIU) medical 
school, are below par because 
they are poorly trained and are 
not supervised. Notwithstand-
ing, Atwine’s zeal for reform 
has borne fruit as can be seen 
in HMU’s annual report and 
on their website. In addition, 
Atwine has become familiar 
with the way the health sector 
is run, including the systems 

Why President Museveni’s Choice of Dr. Diana 
Atwine as Permanent Secretary was the Best One

By Josepha Jabo

Dr. Diana Atwiine sensitizing health workers 
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of fake accountability, and has 
taken culprits to court. 

On the evening of Thursday, 
November 10, 2016, the new-
ly-appointed Permanent Secre-
tary, Dr. Diana Atwine was one 
of the guests invited on NBS 
TV ‘Frontline’ programme host-
ed by Charles Odongtho. Other 
guests were Former Ethics and 
Integrity Minister, Miria Matem-
be; the Executive Director of 
Uganda Media Centre, Ofwono 
Opondo; and live via video link 
from Washington, Straight Talk 
Africa and Voice of Africa’s Sha-
ka Ssali. 

When asked by Odongtho, 
“What is your plan of action?” 
Atwine replied, “Reduce the dis-
ease burden and work on dis-
ease prevention to stop flood-
ing wards. We can prevent 
diseases like pneumonia and 
malaria. I am very passionate 
about disease prevention. A 
child should be immunized ful-
ly. We can teach people latrine 
coverage. People don’t know 
how to prevent non-communi-
cable disease like diabetes. We 
need to reduce expenditure, 
save money and do a lot more. 
Accountability is a thorny issue. 
We are getting money from 
government and partners but 
there is lack of accountability, 
there are gaps (corruption). We 

need to put systems in place, 
so if this happens someone is 
held accountable. We need to 
improve our Human Resource, 
because we can have infrastruc-
ture and equipment but Human 
Resource is the most important 
thing. How can we train health 
workers better, pay them bet-
ter and have better hospitals? 
We should strengthen the reg-
ulatory framework; this includes 
care, practice, medicines and 
alternative medicines. If we can 
push for health insurance some-
one can walk into a hospital and 
get the service they need.”

Atwine said the Ministry of Health 
plans to utilize more communi-
ty extension workers who will 
help disease prevention, a sys-
tem which has worked in Ethi-
opia. “Regional referrals have 
built staff houses, that one we 
have done,” she added. Howev-
er, Atwine decried the use of bu-
reaucracy to stifle performance.

On the other hand, Matembe ac-
cused Museveni of practicing the 
‘politics of reward’ when he ap-
pointed Atwine as PS. “My sister, 
Diana, is not saying anything 
new. I am not happy. I don’t 
know if she has been practicing 
her profession besides the ‘peo-
ple’ in State House. She head-
ed the Health Monitoring Unit. 
As far as I am concerned, this 

is nepotism! My view is that it 
should not be Diana. You can-
not tell me that all the compe-
tent people in the Ministry of 
Health were incapable (of be-
ing PS) and you had to bring in 
Diana? I am waiting for those 
‘miracles!’”Matembe declared.

Nevertheless, Ofwono Opondo 
defended Diana’s recent ap-
pointment saying, “Changing 
the government is the prerog-
ative of the president. What is 
the main intention? To improve 
performance.” Ofwono also said 
that the new PSs may temper 
the disagreements and bicker-
ing in some ministries. Here, 
he was alluding to the fact that 
since both the Health Minis-
ter, Dr. Ruth Aceng, and the 
new PS, Dr Diana Atwine, are 
Born-again Christians, they will 
probably work better together 
for the smooth running of the 
ministry.

Shaka Ssali noted, “Nigeria has 
the same problem Uganda has. 
The elite go abroad and are 
treated by Nigerian or Ugandan 
doctors. But we should make 
doctors, paramedics and nurses 
comfortable in their own coun-
try and treat their people!”

Responding to the need to re-
duce brain drain, and for appro-
priate pay to serve as an incen-
tive for medical practitioners 
to stay in this country Atwine 
explained, “We are working 
towards that through Ministry 
of Finance and budgeting. We 
(Ministry of Health) have had 
a meeting discussing monetary 
and non-monetary incentives 
for workers.”

 “Diana has her work cut out for 
her,” Shaka Ssali added. Maybe 
so, but by the end of the pro-
gramme Atwine, who believes 
she will succeed by God’s grace, 
said, “I am here to serve Ugan-
dans.” 

The Writer works for 
Uganda Media Centre 
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Gone are the days when one had to wait on 

hard copies of newspapers or for the top of the 

hour news bulletins. Internet access and social 

media have made it faster, just a click you get 

all the information you need for about anything 

from breaking  news, full update on developing 

stories, research etc. From face book, twitter, 

instagram, snap chat and even whatsApp, 

people’s lives are displaced for all to see.

This craze has not spared the mainstream 

media, media houses have to play by the 

changing trends. Media houses have social 

media accounts to constantly update their 

audiences at the same time engage them, they 

cannot afford to be sloppy with this because in 

this era the internet trends are dictating the 

market.

But what comes with this phenomenal, social 

media at times or most times is deceptive, 

it paints a picture of popularity with all the 

comments, likes, re-tweets on what one posts, 

you are blinded thinking the message is out 

there for everyone. People unfortunately thrive 

on them. Take Uganda for example, how many 

people have access to the internet? According 

to statics from UCC about only 15% of the 

population has access to the internet. The 

percentage is so minimal to represent the 

entire population or even represent the 

numbers of Ugandans who are literate 

enough to comprehend issues posted on 

social media pages. 

That said, do the Ugandans with access to 

the internet use it to improve themselves? 

If you checked search engines of most 

users you would be surprised at what 

people are doing with this very resourceful 

tool internet. Very few people use the 

internet to better themselves and grow 

their businesses. Most of us are there 

to get gossip and show the world lives 

we wish to live. Social media users 

have the bandwagon effect, they follow 

what is trending be it in politics, religion, 

economics or social related issues. 

With little understanding of matters, 

they comment, giving the person that 

posted about an issue the illusion that 

their message has reached the targeted 

audience.

Observation is Ugandans easily move 

on as soon as the dust settles. We have 

seen so many cases where they jump on 

issues, create hash tags and will wake 

up with something else the following 

morning. Follow up is not our thing. 

During the February 2016 elections in 

Uganda, one candidate was quite popular 

on social media sites, he launched his 

campaign using a You tube video a trend 

that was new to most Ugandans. Very 

eye catching I must say, the hash tags 

that followed were very well thought out 

and very popular. Those on social media 

went all out tweeting and retweeting the 

candidates ideas and arguments. When it 

came to voting the social media wannabes 

were perhaps too busy following other 

issues that they forgot to go out and 

actually vote. The actual voters on ground 

in many parts of the country did not know 

who this candidate was. And the results 

showed us that, he only managed to get a 

miserable less than 2 %.

The same can be said for Ms. Hillary Clinton 

Social Media Can Make or Break You

By Violet Kawuma
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in the recently concluded USA elections. Social 

Media sites and the main stream media alike 

gave us the impression that she was to win the 

election, the predication polls too did not say 

otherwise. In fact newspapers and columnists 

run headlines and articles addressing Hillary 

Clinton as Madam President the morning 

after the elections. People across the world 

were stunned by what the final results were, 

Americans had spoken, Donald Trump was to 

be their leader for the next 4 years, and he 

had won the much contested election of the 

world’s super power. Not to say that Mr. Trump 

did not use social media but his was more 

leaned on tarnishing his image. Ms Clinton 

was more popular and favorite to win the 

election on the social media sites than he was.

On the flip side, social media has been and 

still is a good awareness tool. Many charity 

campaigns have benefited from it. Friends to a 

one Carol Atuhairwe, a student suffering from 

throat cancer, managed to raise money for her 

treatment by using social media as a tool for 

a car wash fundraiser. She let the world 

know about her suffering using her blog.

Another such campaign Ugandans actively 

participated in was the #SaveKacie 

fundraising campaign. Kacie, a 7 year 

old boy needed money for bone marrow 

transplant and social media was helpful 

in making people aware of the campaign. 

Many more people have raised funds in 

such a way to save their loved ones or 

push for the awareness of a particular 

issue.

Personally, I am part of a charity 

organization 40 days over 40 Smiles that 

started its journey from social media. A 

simple yet strong face book post by a friend 

started the journey of looking after less 

privileged children in our society today.  For 

almost five years now and still counting, 

our programmes are being run by money 

collected from events communicated to 

well wishers through social media. From 

hash tag to hash tag we have been able 

to raise funds for different reasons to help 

over 1,000 children.

Whether the Ugandan audience with 

access to internet, a small percentage 

of the population, is what the charity 

campaigns are promptly reaching out to or 

the political circles should be using social 

media among other means of reaching out 

to their desired audience, is something we 

should be contemplating.

I guess it’s safe to say, the social media 

illusion is a reality and we should not 

be under the deceptive curse of what 

it has proved to be. Not all we see on 

social media is what it is, both to the one 

typing away on that key board to update 

their posts or the one eagerly waiting to 

comment on an updated post, share, re 

tweet, like or join in the hype of a trending 

hash tag. 
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On Monday, 14th November 
2016, H.E. President Museveni 
directed that farmers who 
disregard government 
seedlings, distributed under 
the Operation Wealth Creation 
(OWC) programme, will be 
arrested. Museveni said that a 
law will soon be implemented 
to make it a criminal offence 
for any person who receives 
government goods but does 
not put them to use. OWC, 
which was an initiative by the 
president, is spearheaded by 
Gen. Salim Saleh.

On Wednesday, November 16th, 
2016 I interviewed Dr. Samuel 
Mugasi, the Executive Director 
of the National Agricultural 
Advisory Services (NAADS), 
in his office located at Legacy 
Towers, along Kyadondo Road.

Question1 

How did the Operation 
Wealth Creation programme 
start?

Operation Wealth Creation 
program was an initiative 
of His Excellency President 

Museveni and was piloted 
among civilian war veterans 
in operational zones, who 
supported the military and 
political liberation struggles 
of NRM, from the 1970s to 
the mid-1980s. The president 
launched the Operation 
Wealth Creation programme 
in 2013, starting with the 
districts in the Luweero-
Rwenzori area with an 
objective of creating a system 
that facilitates effective 
national social-economic 
transformation focusing on 
raising household incomes 
for poverty eradication and 
sustainable wealth creation. 
The president directed that 
the programme be rolled out 
to the entire county as a result 
of the success in the Luwero-
Rwenzori area. Basing on that 
directive, the entire budget 
of NAADS was refocused to 
support the Operation Wealth 
Creation initiative.

Question 2 

What tasks does 
Operation Wealth Creation 
involve?

The tasks of Operation 
Wealth Creation are to 
provide planting and 
breeding materials, as well as 
supporting agro-processing 
and value addition. We 
are mainly focusing on 
strategic cash crops such 
as: coffee, tea, mangoes, 
oranges, pineapples and 
apples. We also provide 
support for food security 
crops, mainly maize, beans, 
cassava and bananas. With 
regard to livestock, we are 
supporting the dairy sub 
sector by providing heifers 
to farmers. We also support 
fish farming, poultry, pig 
rearing and goats. 

Question 3 

How has Operation 
Wealth Creation 
performed so far?

The main achievement 
of this initiative is that it 
is changing the mindset 
of Ugandans from being 
subsistence farmers to 
producing for the market. 
This is because the few 

By Hope Abonit 

Ending Farmers Plight Through Operation Wealth 
Creation 
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farmers who have benefitted are 
inspiring others to participate. 

Question 4

What is the scope of 
Operation Wealth Creation?

It covers the entire country. 
We are covering all the districts 
and sub counties of Uganda. 
However, we are not able yet 
to reach all farmers because of 
budget limitations. We intend 
to reach all households in the 
country in the next 2 to 3 years. 

Question 5 

What is the target of 
Operation Wealth Creation?

Our target is the smallholder 
farmer, both male and female, 
with an average acreage of 
between 1-10 acres to get free 
planting and livestock materials. 
We are supporting the 4 acre 
model that the president has 
been promoting. Our objective 
is to help farmers earn at least 
20 million shillings per annum 
from one acre. 

Question 6 

Through what means are 
you planning to achieve this 
goal?

Well, to achieve this we are first of 
all streamlining the distribution 
channels and working with the 

district local governments to 
make sure that materials reach 
the intended farmers. We are 
also ensuring that farmers are 
given high quality materials, 
to ensure high productivity.  
Furthermore, the Ministry of 
Agriculture is strengthening 
the agricultural extension 
services to help farmers with 
the required knowledge and 
information. Lastly, we are now 
investing in value addition, 
through working with private 
sector and cooperatives to 
promote agro-processing.

Question 8 

What is Operation Wealth 
Creation’s budget?

This financial year, our budget 
is about Shillings 318 Billion 
compared to about Shillings 180 
Billion when Operation Wealth 
Creation started. Although 
the budget is still limited, 
we appreciate government’s 
commitment to increase 
funding for the sector. 

Question 9

What are the major 
achievements so far?

The major achievement so far 
is that the acreage of the key 
strategic crops is increasing. 
These strategic crops are: 
coffee, tea, mangoes, oranges 

and also the production of 
maize has increased. There 
has also been a change in 
the mindset of farmers, 
they are now really 
increasingly engaging in 
farming as a business 
compared to before when 
farming was fully for home 
consumption. Another 
achievement is that this 
Operation Wealth Creation 
effort has attracted youth 
to engage in agriculture as 
a source of employment, 
unlike before, and this helps 
to address the challenge 
of unemployment in the 
country.

Question 10 

What are the challenges 
you have encountered 
in Operation Wealth 
Creation and how do 
intend to address them?

First of all, the main 
challenge is funding. There 
is a funding gap since 
our scope is to reach the 
entire country; therefore, 
the budget needs to be 
increased to achieve this. 
Land fragmentation is 
also another challenge. 
In addition, agriculture 
extension service function 
of the districts is still 
weak. Lastly, the problem 
of climatic change is also 
affecting the success of this 
programme.

Government is providing 
funds to equip more 
extension workers to make 
sure that farmers are 
mobilized and prepared 
to make Operation Wealth 
Creation successful. 
Also, there are plans to 
strengthen farmer groups 
and creation of market 
linkages.  We also want 
to put much emphasis on 
value addition.

President Museveni carrying water on a bicycle. He encouraged Ugandans to irrigate their 
crops using water from available water sources
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Assuming New Vision’s Moses Mulondo 
and Tadeo Bwambale did not mishear, 
the opposition’s call for constitutional 
reforms, mainly means trimming the 
powers of the President of Uganda. This 
was at the “national dialogue aimed at 
generating consensus on the necessary 
electoral and constitutional reforms to 
guarantee free and fair 2016 elections” 
in September 2014. For economy, those 
twenty words could be summarised 
into two; ‘Disable Museveni’. I am now 
convinced that many politicians have 
endorsed Yoweri Museveni for ‘Life 
President’, which is why most proposed 
reforms are about Museveni and not 
about Uganda’s politics. 

Suicide Pact

In September 2014, Uganda and the 
Democratic Party narrowly escaped 
losing Hon.Norbert Mao. The DP chief 
had promised to die by unnatural means 
if the NRM retained the Amuru seat in 
that by-election. From what transpired, 
this threat to die must have weighed 
very heavily on the minds (and souls) of 
the Wananchi, who had suffered years of 
turmoil and who loved Mao dearly.

During the same campaign in Amuru, 

Mr. Mao repeated that “change is 
inevitable and President Museveni 
will go whether he likes it or not.” He 
said it in a manner that suggested 
it to be his most powerful election 
weapon against Museveni. 

As a former DP youth-winger, I 
painfully recall Dr. Ssemogerere’s 
1980 idle boast; “I am at Kitubulu 
on my way into State House…our 
friends abroad will not allow Obote 
to return to power.” The Zungus 
were the first to congratulate the 
UPC and I later heard that Britain 
offered to capture and deport 
guerilla chief, Museveni to Uganda 
if he ever stepped into Britain. In 
short order, Mr. Mao is treading the 
footsteps of his DP ancestors.

Those who remember the late 
William Wanendeya might recall 
that it was mainly his threat to 
commit suicide that forced the 
people of Budadiri to vote him into 
the Constituent Assembly in 1994. 
Wanendeya had been a candidate 
of the Uganda Patriotic Movement 
(UPM) in the 1980 general elections 
and therefore laid some legitimate 
claim to being closer to NRM than 

some of his opponents.

Ex-NRM Cadres

The embattled FDC leader, Maj. 
Gen. Mugisha Muntu petrified 
many of us when he literally gave up 
the struggle to come to power, via 
elections, by consigning Uganda’s 
political future under President 
Museveni, not to the voters but, 
to God. Gen. Muntu was obviously 
exasperated at the constitutional 
reforms that lifted presidential term 
limits. Unmindful that parliament 
had capacity to retain them (and has 
capacity to restore them), Muntu 
blames Museveni and asks God to 
punish him for what he called his 
“soaring appetite for power.” Is 
Afande Muntu’s own appetite for 
power dwindling, or also soaring?

He said a victory for the opposition 
in Amuru would build confidence 
among Ugandans across the country 
that peaceful change was possible 
without firing a single bullet. Right-
thinking Ugandans could not fail 
to support Gen. Muntu in this line 
because the price of the alternative 
is well-known. Unfortunately, for the 

Are Electoral Reforms About  
Museveni the Man?
By Tony Geoffrey Owana

Hon. Nobert Mao - The president General of DP
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opposition, the only free and fair election 
is the one which Museveni and NRM lose.

In 1989, NRM National Political Commissar, 
Lt. Col. Dr. Kiiza Besigye presided over 
the first NRM general elections for the 
Resistance Councils. As Minister of State 
in the Office of President Museveni, 
Dr. Besigye worked together with Maj. 
Amanya Mushega who was Minister for 
Local Government. The two appeared on 
Uganda Television (UTV) and boasted to 
their host Charles Kabuto Kabuye (RIP) that 
the election was a tremendous success.

The Assistant Secretary General of 
the Uganda Peoples’ Congress, Imat 
Cecilia Ogwal had threatened to boycott 
the RC elections, describing them as 
undemocratic. In response, Dr. Besigye 
scoffed at her and said that judging by the 
turn-up it would be surprising if anybody 
still listened to her. Twenty years after this, 
Besigye and Mushega would welcome 
Ogwal into their FDC, all chorusing that the 
system which displeased Ogwal in 1989 is 
displeasing all of them today. It took them 
15 years to realise that Ogwal’s position 
was the “correct one” and instead of them 
joining her in UPC she joined them in FDC.

What Reforms?

But what reforms were we pushing?

Prior to the 1980 elections, all efforts by 
DP, UPM and CP to reform the electoral 
laws failed because the UPC-dominated 
Military Commission government 
preferred it that way. In case you didn’t 
know, pay attention. In 1980, each political 
party had its own labeled ballot box at each 

polling station. All ballot papers 
looked alike and had no candidates’ 
pictures on them. This made ballot 
stuffing easy in instances where 
the party symbol was not simply 
substituted for another. There was 
no counting of votes at the polling 
station. The boxes would be carried 
to the District Commissioner’s 
office, where counting would 
take place. In theory, party agents 
accompanied the ballot boxes; in 
practice, UPC agents chased away 
the agents of other parties and 
freely did whatever they wanted to 
do with the boxes.

Besigye, Mushega, Augustine 
Ruzindana and other historical 
NRM cadres managed to correct 
all these anomalies before they 
deserted Museveni and the only 
‘reform’ they have not managed is 
to oust Museveni.

‘Demockeracy’

There also came a lunatic proposal 
that the incumbent president hands 
over power to ‘someone else’ one 
year to the elections to make sure 
that the incumbent does not rig. 
Since Uganda is a land of dangerous 
miracles, some MPs thought of 
playing with this dynamite. Being 
a cynic, I proposed that we include 
the following in our Constitution. 
‘Knowing that no Ugandan can 
become president via elections 
without rigging them; aware that 
rigging is part of our political culture; 
aware that no incumbent Ugandan 
president can organise a free and 
fair election, it is hereby resolved: 
that the incumbent surrender power 
to a judge of his or her choice; that 
this judge should show his or her 
independence from the appointing 
authority by an affidavit. 

The final stipulation in this mockery 
of democracy, or Demockeracy will 
be; “no election will have been free 
and fair if the incumbent wins it 
and especially if that incumbent is 
named Yoweri Kaguta Museveni…”

As we celebrate 31 years of NRM 
rule, let Ugandans realise that Dr. 
Besigye, Gen. Muntu and others 
will celebrate 26 January as the 
day they liberated Uganda under 
the leadership of Yoweri Kaguta 
Museveni. That they later parted 
company is another story. 

For God and My Country.
Gen. Mugisha Muntu - Party President of FDC

Gen. David Sejusa
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Everything we knew or assumed 
about American politics was de-
mystified when we woke up on 
November 9, to news that Don-
ald Trump was in an unassailable 
lead to become President of the 
United States of America.

Donald John Trump.

For the last two years, Hillary 
Clinton looked to be preparing 
for the inauguration. She was 
the popular candidate – or so we 
were made to believe. The me-
dia touted and indeed, endorsed 
her. Opinion polls showed the 
race to be close but she was 
still in the lead. She should have 
known. We all should have.

But that’s what happens when 
you are in an echo chamber. You 
speak to and listen to yourself. 
You are oblivious of the go-
ings-on around you and when the 
narrative shifts, the rug is pulled 
from under your feet and you are 
caught flat-footed.

So how did we get here?

There have been multiple theories 
to explain this, usually getting lost 
in the humdrum that is social me-
dia, but we shall probably only 
dissect it fully in a couple of years. 
Donald Trump’s emergence is the 
culmination of decades of events, 
policies change in world order 
(balance of power). 

Like #Brexit and the current wave 
of protectionism and nationalism 
that’s sweeping over the western 
world, there is more to be found in 
studying globalization than there 
is in looking at wars and the refu-
gee crisis, if one is to understand 
how the greatest nation on earth 
ended up with an oft-times errat-
ic reality television personality as 
President.

Like you and I, the ordinary coun-
tryside American is looking for a 
job, affordable healthcare, edu-
cation systems that guarantee 
safety nets for their children and 
decent housing. All those services 
were becoming harder to come by 
– and this didn’t start yesterday.

For decades now, the American 
working class (term to describe the 
blue-collar unschooled workforce in 
US) has been losing industrial jobs 
to China. The Chinese work longer 
hours for much less pay and with lit-
tle labor laws. Whereas this might 
not make sense to Americans, ev-
ery manufacturer wants to pay the 
least amount of production money 
while making the highest amount 
in returns. China guarantees that, 
America doesn’t. So the big man-
ufacturing industries moved their 
plants to China and with that, mil-
lions of jobs moved on too.

Then came the South Americans, 
Eastern Europeans and to some ex-
tent, Africans who from the 70s till 
now, have been fleeing the poor 
quality of life in their countries due 
to wars, bad rule and bad econo-
mies. The quest for the American 
Dream meant that there were mil-
lions of immigrants flooding into 
American cities every year, willing 
to do survival jobs for much less 
than the average American who le-
gally should earn a minimum wage. 
Employers looking to save money 

US ELECTIONS: THE FORGOTTEN MAN 
W I L L  BE  FORGOTTEN  NO MORE

By Benjamin Rukwengye
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would rather pay a Latino 
off the books instead of 
an American that will de-
mand their due minimum 
wage for the same work. 

More Americans out of 
blue-color jobs.

The lack of jobs lowered 
the quality of their lives. 
They could not afford de-
cent housing, could not 
send their children to 
good schools or afford 
proper medical care. Ul-
timately, the American 
Dream had turned into 
a nightmare for native 
Americans.

Worse still, globalization 
has meant that we con-
sume information, habits 
and traditions of others 
at the expense of our 
own. The internet and 
global social media sites, 
big news networks and 
the influence of technolo-
gy have isolated millions 
of people who for myriad 
reasons, could not adapt 
or fall in line.

Ordinary Americans 
watched as liberals ran 
amok but with no pow-
er to put a stop to it or 
time to properly digest 
the changes. A black man 
was living in the white 
house; gay marriages 
were being legalized by 
states at such a speed; 
hip geeks were breaking 
out as billionaires through 
technology but were not 
creating jobs; the media 
was obsessed with inter-
nationalism; the govern-
ment was legislating for 
climate change and other 
such ‘abstract’ notions.

So for close to 30 years 
now, the ordinary working 
class American has gotten 
more isolated, frustrated 
and angry at losing his 

identity and resentful of the poli-
tician in Washington who was not 
speaking up for him. So this time, 
in 2016, America hit back at the 
world.

Hillary’s undoing was that having 
been in public office for the last 30 
years, she had come to embody 
the greed, empty rhetoric, bad 
and disconnected policies, the lib-
eralism and internationalism and 

trusted Hillary. But he spoke their 
language. He was disruptive and 
ungovernable and nonconformist. 
He was taking on the big govern-
ment and being uncouth about it. 
So they would stake their vote on 
him at least because he was not 
Washington as is known. 

That is what President-elect, Don-
ald Trump, meant when in his vic-
tory speech, he said, “The forgot-

the dishonesty that is characteristic of 
politicians and the establishment.  Ev-
erything loathed by the ordinary Ameri-
can, Hillary Clinton represented. 

They had been itching to strike back 
and smack that patronizing college-ed-
ucated attitude from the face of the 
liberals and Trump offered them the 
perfect moment to exact their revenge. 

They knew he was imperfect and did 
not trust him any better than they 

ten man will be forgotten no more”.

The beauty of democracy is that it 
evolves and with the passage of time, 
it gives a fighting chance to everyone. 
The oppressed and ignored eventually 
have their day in the sun. We can only 
hope that they use it to make amends 
and remedy the wrong instead of pay-
ing back. 

Watch and learn, Uganda. Watch and 
learn.
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Chapter Eleven of NRM Manifesto 
2016-2021 recognizes the role of 
sports in the health and wellbeing 
of the body and mind of individu-
als. It can also market the country; 
provide employment and expo-
sure like the current African Cup 
of Nations. Many countries in the 
developing world are grappling 
with what has been termed as the 
youth bulge. Youth bulge is where 
the biggest percentage of the 
country’s population comprises of 
the young between ages of 18 and 
35 years. It is estimated that 60% of 
the population of countries such 
as Rwanda, Kenya and Uganda fall 
in this bracket.

Having a large working population 
is good for a country’s economy 
since it provides a large labour 
pool and enhances productivity. 
However, it is a big challenge if the 
majority of the youth cannot find 
jobs. Crime and political instability 
are off cited direct consequences 

of high unemployment in East Africa 
and other parts of Africa. There is an 
urgent need to adhere to the chal-
lenges posed by this rapid growing 
segment of the population.

Since not every manor woman will 
eventually secure a black –collar job 
or successfully start a business, we 
need to explore other avenues of 
trapping the diverse skills and tal-
ents hidden among the thousands 
entering the work force every year. 
Recently I participated in Sports Day 
activities of Toro Parents Education 
Centre in Fort Portal Municipality 
and i was amazed by the talents of 
the pupils in football and athletics, if 
tapped into the sky is not even the 
limit. Thanks to the directors, teach-
ers and parents of the school. If all 
our schools can improve the promo-
tion of sports the future of the youth 
is guaranteed.

Look at Onduparaka Football Club 
from Arua, I am sure with the current 
Minister of Education and Sports 

there is no more Mchezo with Fed-
eration of Uganda Football Associ-
ation which has jumped from one 
scandal to another. In fact there 
is a need for a forensic audit in all 
these sports associations of Ugan-
da. I know that football is always 
sustained by supporters and fans 
but without proper leadership 
we shall always pay for tickets for 
Namboole (Mandela National Sta-
dium) and watch from Kireka or 
Bweyogerere. Therefore this en-
tails crafting policies, partnerships 
and programmes that focus on tap-
ping the vast repository of upcom-
ing talents in fields such as sports, 
culture and the arts.

I have seen a number of politicians 
distributing footballs and uniforms 
during campaigns and they disap-
pear after elections, which should 
really stop. Let them make laws 
where every talented student 
youth can be able to prove his or 
her potential. Sports can play an 

Invest in Sports to Employ Talented Youth

By Asiimwe Stephen
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instrumental role in creating em-
ployment opportunities while at 
the same time offering legitimate 
and potentially lucrative career for 
ambitious individuals with sports 
having evolved into multi- billion 
dollar enterprise it is today, the 
opportunities are limitless.

Fortunately, Uganda is an East 
African football giant, equally no-
table is the progress made in inte-
grating sports in Uganda’s Vision 
2040, Uganda National Develop-
ment Plan and the NRM Manifes-
to 2016-2021 identifies sports as a 
potential catalyst for the country’s 
social economic transformation. 

Main streaming sports in the nation-
al development agenda therefore, 
provides the critical mass to unleash 
participation in national develop-
ment. It also provides a platform 
for people to develop their talent 
and engage in constructive activities 
thus curbing crime and other unde-
sirable behavior.

The government, however cannot 
do everything alone, in other words, 
policies should translate into pro-
grammes to have the desired im-
pact.

To this end therefore, private sector 
and other actors need to chip in with 

ideas and resources to advance 
our sports. The private sector has 
contributed a lot but we need to 
work with stake holders at nation-
al and local levels to develop viable 
ways of identifying, nurturing and 
promoting sports talent. Sports 
should not first be viewed as a 
recreational activity to occupy idle 
youth but also as a vehicle to posi-
tively shape career’s and lives. 

Happy NRM’s Anniversary Celebra-
tions!

The writer is a PAN AFRICANIST, 
RDC- Kabarole & EALA Aspirant.
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Kizza Besigye must be suffering 
from a disease called Munchau-
sen Syndrome.  This disease is 
an attention-seeking personality 
disorder which is more common 
than statistics suggest. Munchau-
sen Syndrome was named after a 
German soldier renowned for ex-
aggerated tales.

The opportunities for being cen-
tre of attention can be increased 
if feigning victimhood through al-
leged victimization, isolation, ex-
clusion or persecution. 

From threatening that he was go-
ing to reopen Makerere Univer-
sity when it was closed late last 
year to telling vendors not leave 
the streets or else he organizes 
a one million people to march to 
State House and remove Musev-
eni. From threatening a political 
tsunami in the 2011 to his ver-
sion of the Arab Spring, Besigye 
has indeed duped the media for 
publicity.  

Then in his 2017 New Year mes-
sage to the country was at it 
again giving conditions to his an-
nounced dialogue with president 
Museveni. In his characteristic 
style he was calling on Museveni 
to step aside as he agrees to his 
immediate peaceful retirement. 
Besigye further threatened that if 
Museveni does not take the offer 
he was going to suffer dire con-
sequences.  To those of us who 
have been around for some time, 
we only know that those are emp-
ty threats meant to attract cheap 
publicity which he so much craves 
for.     

For some time now, Kizza Besigye 
has continued to parrot his usu-

al attention seeking antic and 
making outlandish statements 
to the effect he is the people’s 
president. That President Mu-
seveni should be the one in the 
dock because he stole his victo-
ry in the February 2016 general 
elections.

Sometime ago while appear-
ing before the Nakawa Chief 
Magistrate’s Court on May 18, 
Besigye pleaded that his con-
tinued detention in Luzira was 
putting his life in danger. He did 
not elaborate this statement 
but many people interpreted it 
to mean that he could be killed 
while in detention. 

Few days later his wife Win-
nie Byanyima made similar re-
marks.  In the very article By-
anyima is quoted to have said 
that police was using all the 
maneuverings to access Luzi-
ra Prison to harm her husband 
Dr Kizza Besigye. “Government 
has acquired unnamed toxic 
agents which could harm po-

litical opponents,” Byanyima 
is quoted in a press release 
she issued to the media. 

Kizza Besigye and wife are 
free to express their feelings 
which could be real or imag-
inary, but it is however very 
incorrect for them to make 
such alarming statements 
minus substantiating them. 
Whereas, political assassi-
nations used to be the order 
of the day during the1970s 
and 80s, Ugandans have 
since forgotten those dark 
days ever since president 
Museveni assumed office in 
1986. In fact most political 
pundits do contend that the 
biggest winning card for Mu-
seveni’s political survival is 
ending extra judicial killings 
that hard become a stamp 
card for the previous re-
gimes. 

President Museveni right 
from the word go refused 
to be tempted to engage in 

BESIGYE’S ATTENTION SEEKING 
SYNDROME IS GETTING NAUSEATING 

By Obed K Katureebe
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such dirty machinations of as-
sassinating those opposed to 
him even when he was facing the 
fiercest of rebellions. He insisted 
on using other political means 
to defeat those opposed to him 
politically. Militarily he engages 
those fighting him in war zones 
until he neutralizes them.  

In his words those who kill those 
opposed to them politically are 
silly cowards that do not deserve 
a place in the current world polit-
ical order. Killing has never been 
part and parcel of the NRM ide-
ology. Killing is only sanctioned 
in war zones between those who 
have chosen war as a way of 
settling political disputes. Gov-
ernment can also kill when the 
security organs of the state are 
neutralizing armed and violent 
criminal gangs who are a threat 
to national security.   

In the first instance why would 
government plot to harm Dr Be-
sigye? What political threat does 
Besigye pause to a legitimately 
elected President like Museveni 
that cannot be handled by the 
competent organs of the state?  

Besigye is not a stranger in po-
litical activism in this country. 
It is almost coming to 20 years 
of political activism and for all 
this time his life has been guar-
anteed. Why then would gov-
ernment begin to think sinister 
against a man they have man-
aged even at his most volatile 
times.

If the state did not panic to 
do something sinister in 2000 
when Besigye was more pop-
ular and energetic why would 
it begin panicking when Besi-
gye seems to be running out 
of steam both physically and 
emotionally. 

Political assassinations are my-
opic actions that are history in 
our political culture. My inter-
pretation is that it has some-
thing to do with being “unman-
ly” in that it could be perceived 
that the perpetrators didn’t 
face their political opponents 
straight on. 
Political assassinations destabi-
lize all nations and degrade the 
rule of law, and both of these 
can lead to additional loss of 

life and political mayhem 
like the one we experienced 
in the 70s and the 80s.  For 
example the assassination 
of former president of Libya 
Mummer Gaddafi by the US 
and her NATO allies could 
only give birth to sectarian 
violence and the collapse of 
Libya as a state. 

The Hutu extremists that 
killed the then embattled 
Rwanda president Juvenile 
Habyarimana in 1994 were 
not spared either. What fol-
lowed was a genocide of 
the Tutsi and the collapse of 
the regime and those who 
thought that by killing Hab-
yarimana they were solving 
a political problem ended up 
being routed out of govern-
ment by the RPF and most of 
them perished in the jungles 
of DR Congo and beyond.   
 
Finally, political assassina-
tions undermine any hope 
at achieving peace through 
dialogue, diplomatic chan-
nels, prolong conflicts and 
cause more divisions within 
the body politik. Just like the 
US scholar Prof.  Kai Nielsen 
once observed, “History is 
not made by individuals but 
since this is so, it is rarely the 
case that the elimination of 
individuals will change any-
thing”.  Therefore, it is only 
illogical and irrational for any 
civil regime like the NRM to 
imagine such archaic agen-
da like harming political ag-
itators panacea to political 
wrangling. This is because 
the institutions to compe-
tently handle such like courts 
of law are very available and 
will indeed handle Besigye’s 
wayward behavior impartial-
ly like they have done be-
fore. Therefore, Besigye and 
his dear wife Winnie should 
take heart; government will 
not harm him. 
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Uganda has over 41 million 
acres of arable land, but its 
utilization is still puzzling ag-
riculturists, economists, aca-
demia and the entire intellec-
tual class in the country. For 
instance in central Uganda, by 
1900 Agreement, there were 
half million people (500,000) 
in Buganda, only one thousand 
five hundred (1,500) were in-
vited to the land conference 
which placed the whole land in 
the hands of those few people. 
Those whose great grandpar-
ents were born on this land, by 
virtue of this 1900 Agreement, 
overnight a few became land-
lords and the entire majority 
became land less or squatters.

The above scenario wouldn’t be 
a problem if all the arable land 
was fully utilized to the benefit 
of all its citizens. But we have 
absentee land-lords whose 
land lies idle. I want to remind 
our readers, that Uganda is 
the only country on this plan-
et, where all world crops can 
profitably be grown. Research 
has shown that Governments 
which invest adequately and 
effectively in agriculture reap 
tangible benefits of strong eco-
nomic growth, declining pover-

ty rates, and improved nutri-
tional standards and above 
all, a rapid shift of labour 
force out of farming to other 
sectors.

For Uganda to achieve Vision 
2040 there is need for gov-
ernment to address the land 
tenure system in place, like 
taxing unutilized land for in-
creased production and pro-
ductivity for both domestic 
consumption and exports. 
Governments must appro-
priate above average, of our 
national budget to agricul-
ture, like our neighbor Ethio-
pia has done by putting 17% 
of its budget into farming. 
The economy of Ethiopia is 
largely based on agriculture 
accounting for 46.6% of its 
gross domestic product and 
85% of total employment. 
By so doing, Ethiopia has 
become the number one 
producer of sesame (sim-
sim) in the world, the num-
ber one coffee producer on 
the continent, the number 
one legumes (beans &soya) 
producer on the continent, 
the number one flower pro-
ducer on the continent, the 
largest producer& exporter 

of goats & cattle beef and 
its skins and hides on the 
continent. Through agricul-
ture intensification, Ethio-
pia has become the biggest 
economy in the region, with 
a GDP of 61.54 billion US 
dollars (2015) next Ken-
ya’s USD63.40 according to 
World Bank statistics.

In this respect, the land use 
must have paradigm shift 
to benefit the 38 million 
Ugandans and those who 
will come after us. District 
production officers must 
identify all arable lands in 
their areas and which types 
of crops can profitably be 
grown on it. To achieve 
the desired goals, govern-
ment must involve all the 
Sub-County Chiefs, the Par-
ish Chiefs and village coun-
cils plus extension workers 
to give quarterly reports 
about environmental and 
production use of land in 
their areas of jurisdiction, 
in order to scale up the out-
put.

Our niche into agriculture 
is incomparable, if we can 
emphasize crops like cof-
fee, cocoa, rice, sesame, 

FULL UTILIZATION O F  U G A N D A ’ S  A R A B L E  LAND 
W I L L  BE  A  GOOD  BOOST  TO  THE  ECONOMY 

By Nandala Mukoota J.G.
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soybean, tea produc-
tion, and fishing farming, 
through exports, these 
products alone, can fetch 
billions of dollars to our 
economy. Like Vietnam 
has done in the produc-
tion of coffee, rice and 
fish rearing, moving from 
a net importer in 1996, 
and now becoming net 
exporters of these prod-
ucts on world market.

The Ministry of Lands, 
Housing and Urban De-
velopment together with 
Ministry of Agriculture, 
Animal Industry and Fish-
eries, must clearly come 
up with a road map, for 
land utilization, like hu-
man settlement, farm-
ing, forestry and national 
parks to avoid distortion 
of land use today and in 
the future. For Ugandan 
citizens to benefit maxi-
mally from the arable mil-
lion acres of land, there 
must be a policy of ur-
ban planned settlements 
in cities, municipal and 
town councils.Where, the 
up country lands, produc-
es cheap quality food for 
urban dwellers, to stop 
them, from having the 
urge to go back to sub-
sistence lifestyle. Urban 
centres must create con-
ducive atmosphere for 
settlement, by providing 
security for all persons, 
access to good quality 
health care, affordable 
utility bills of water and 
electricity, lower mort-
gage housing policy and 
good sanitation plus en-
vironmental protection 
will lead automatically, to 
rapid urbanization cou-
pled with industrializa-
tion.

As far as land use, is con-
cerned, zoning is very 
important, for instance 
the temperate areas of 

Uganda, like; Kigezi, Zombo, 
Sebei, including parts of Bugi-
su and Rwenzori, must be used 
for temperate crops like wheat, 
oats, irish potatoes and apples 
to stop the hemorrhage bill of 
importation. While the varsity 
plains of Uganda (Savannah) 
including Busoga, Bukedi, Teso 
Lango, Acholi, West Nile, Bun-
yoro sub region, lower Rwenzori 
areas, Ankole and most parts of 
Buganda land  can be used for 
mechanized agriculture to grow 
tropical cereal crops like maize, 
rice, millet, sorghum and le-
gume crops like beans, soy, 
and peas. And Oil seed crops 
like sesame and sun flower can 
equally be cultivated on large 
scale in this savannah, for do-
mestic and export consumption 
plus other important crops. 

Wheat and rice should be giv-
en priority because these are 
largely consumed especially 
in urban areas. Every trading 
centre and in many villages, 
the youth have turned chapatti 
making their livelihood, and yet 
90% of our wheat is imported. 
Much as we might not cultivate 
enough wheat to satisfy our lo-

cal consumption we can go a 
long way in halving our import 
bill on wheat.  

With rice, Uganda can be a 
net exporter and fetch more 
desired foreign exchange if all 
our wet lands are effectively 
used to produce this precious 
commodity. I recently trav-
elled to Ngenge swamps and 
surrounding areas of lower 
Bulambuli District, I noticed 
varsity hectares of virgin ar-
eas, with potential to produce 
metric tons of rice.

As we celebration this libera-
tion day, let government and 
its citizens realign its land 
management by investing ap-
propriately in agriculture and 
we shall see a rapid shift of la-
bour force out of agriculture to 
manufacturing, ICT, and other 
service sectors.  As the consti-
tution stipulates, land belongs 
to the people of Uganda, let 
the arable 40 million acres be 
utilized fully to feed, nourish 
and shelter all Ugandans.

The writer is a Social and 
Development activist.

A farmer harvesting tea in Uganda
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On 02 December 2016 while commis-
sioning the Nyendo Market in Masaka 
district, the Masaka Municipality MP 
Mathias Mpuuga criticized the Nation-
al Resistance Movement (NRM) gov-
ernment’s flagship project Operation 
Wealth Creation program (OWC) which 
he said was unlikely to get people out 
of poverty. 

What Mpuuga and other opposition 
people forget or do not understand 
is that agriculture is the backbone of 
the economy of Uganda and a well 
functioning agricultural sector is not 
only desirable but also essential for 
the Ugandan economy success and for 
Ugandans to collectively achieve the 
objective of increasing the incomes of 
the population. 

These objectives have been captured in 
Vision 2040 and the National Develop-
ment Plan II.  Although the recent pov-
erty estimates show that the number 
of Ugandans in absolute poverty has 
reduced from 56.4% in 1992/3 to less 
than 19.7% in 2012/13 and that Uganda 
has surpassed the Millennium Devel-
opment Goal (MDG) target of halving 
the proportion of the population living 
in extreme poverty by 2015 and is on 
track to achieve Vision 2040 poverty 
target of 5%, there is a big blot on this 
impressive performance. 

Household incomes for a big majority 
of Ugandans have remained low de-
spite the fact that 80.3% of the popula-
tion has escaped poverty. The reasons 
behind this stagnation in household 
incomes are numerous. However key 
among them has been identified as fail-
ure by household incomes to engage 
in commercial activities beyond sub-
stance farming. 

Thankfully, President Yoweri Kagu-
ta Museveni had already realized 
this and implored leaders at all lev-
els to start mobilizing the peasants 
(‘nkolera lubuto’) 68% of whom are 
in subsistence farming to engage in 
commercial activities. 

To banish subsistence farming in 
Uganda and embark on serious na-
tional socio-economic transforma-
tion, President Museveni in 2013, 
took a decision to create a system 
that focuses on raising household 
incomes for poverty eradication 
and sustainable wealth creation.

The President involved the mili-
tary under a program codenamed 
‘Operation Wealth Creation’ (OWC) 
which was piloted among veterans 
in operational zones, which sup-
ported military/political liberation 
struggles of NRM, from 1970s to 
mid-1980s. 

During the pilot phase in 2013, the 
OWC performed very well. For ex-
ample giving inputs to the 50,000 
veteran families. Subsequent evalu-
ation and research by Office of the 
Prime Minister, Makerere University 
and Makerere University Business 
School respectively indicated that 
the inputs were reaching the target 
beneficiaries. Research also found 
that there was a marked improve-
ment in the level of annual crop 
output during 2013/14.

Owing to success of the pilot, on 
9th June 2014, President Museveni 
directed that starting March – June 
2015 season, OWC program should 
be expanded to cover the entire 
country.

Understanding Operation Wealth Creation

VISION OF OWC

A socially and economically transformed Ugan-
dan society

MISSION OF OWC

Improvement of household incomes for pov-
erty eradication, wealth creation and overall 
prosperity of Ugandans through facilitation of 
sustainable commercial agricultural production

OVERALL GOAL

Enhancing household participation in commer-
cial agricultural production through community 
mobilization, equitable and timely distribution 
of agricultural inputs, and facilitation of agricul-
tural production chains

CENTER OF GRAVITY FOR OWC

The “Centre of Gravity” (COG) for OWC is 

mobilization of the masses to engage in com-
mercial activities. The responsiveness of the 
target population to the strategic objective of 
the President, that is national socio-economic 
transformation, will determine the success of 
the programme.

OBJECTIVES OF OWC

The overall objective of OWC is to create a 
system that facilitates effective national so-
cio- economic transformation with a focus on 
raising household incomes for poverty eradi-
cation and sustainable wealth creation.

SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES

To mobilize the masses to engage in com-
mercial agricultural activities to boost their 
household incomes;

To distribute production inputs equitably and 
timely to boost production and productivity 
at household level;

To facilitate rural technological upgrading to 
allow smallholder farmers to transform them-
selves into small-scale industrialists;

To stimulate local and community enterprise 
development across the country; and

To facilitate infrastructure development par-
ticularly in rural areas.

Gen. Salim Saleh, Brig. Oketa (RIP) the leaders of Operation 
Wealth Creation Programme under UPDFBy Angella Abushedde 
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Consequently, more UPDF officers 
were deployed in every constitu-
ency across the country to coor-
dinate the execution of the Presi-
dent’s directive. 

As of July 28, 2016 there were a 
total of 24 officers at the OWC 
headquarters, 18 regional/zonal 
coordinators, 112 district coordi-
nators and 141 constituency co-
ordinators. OWC further deployed 
27 liaison officers in various MDAs 
to play important roles in support 
of agricultural production chains. 
Owing to the creation of the new 
districts OWC plans to expand dis-
trict coordinators. 

ACHIEVEMENTS 

With less than a decade since its 
inception, OWC can point to a 
number of key achievements al-
ready. It has created a lively de-
bate and reignited the aspirations 
for enhanced effectiveness of the 
agriculture sector. It has started 
to identify and address the vari-
ous gaps that exist in the sector 
including through targeted inter-
ventions, which are bringing pos-
itive results.

OWC has connected with and mo-
bilized a significant proportion 
of the population working in the 
sector and raised expectations 
as to what can be achieved. Vari-
ous stakeholders are starting to 
streamline their engagement to 
create a more effective sector. 

Four key contributors have been 
identified under a broad-based 
Public, Community, Private Part-
nership required to achieve an 
effective agricultural sector. The 
first, of course, is the public sec-
tor and specifically the key minis-
tries. These include the ministries 
of Agriculture,Trade Industry and 
Cooperatives, Finance and Local 
Government.

Importantly, there are many insti-
tutions under or aligned to these 
ministries that are key to the suc-
cess of the strategy. These include 
National Agriculture Advisory 
Service, National Agriculture Re-
search Organization, Uganda Na-
tional Bureau of Standards, Ugan-
da Investment Authority, Uganda 
Exports Promotions Board, Ugan-
da Commodities Exchange; Ugan-
dan National Farmers Federation, 
Ugandan Cooperatives Alliance 

and Ugandan Cooperatives Savings 
and Credit Union.

A number of these institutions are in 
the process of being revitalized to en-
sure that they can meet their objec-
tives and obligations. Only when all 
these institutions, and others, func-
tion at their full potential and in a co-
ordinated manner, will we start to see 
the impact that is required to further 
the aspirations of wealth creation.

Then, of course, there are the farm-
ers and farming communities that 
are central to the objectives of OWC. 
Raising their incomes and livelihoods 
is at the center of what OWC attempts 
to achieve. 

OWC needs to constantly exam-
ine the types of support it requires 
and how best this can be delivered. 
How can the communities be better 
organized and targeted—both from 
the perspective of accessing quali-
ty inputs and in mobilizing, engag-
ing and responding to the needs of 
the market?This is a challenge given 
the number and range of farmers 
throughout the country but there are 
examples where this has been done 
successfully—and from which we can 
further build.

CHALLENGES 

Lack of coordination by the mandat-
ed agencies.

Lack of a structured marketing sys-
tem.

Low level of financing

Failure to work out a partnership be-
tween the public and private sectors.

Quality issues for both planting and 
breeding inputs and outputs.

Post-harvest losses. Recent studies 
found that on top of very low produc-
tivity, the farmers are losing nearly 
half of the little they harvest. This is an 
area, which requires urgent attention.

Value addition. We are losing a lot 
by exporting grain and unprocessed 
products. We need to invest strategi-
cally in value addition. The Namunke-
kera Rural Industrial Centre (NRIC) 

model provides a good starting 
point, and need be considered to 
avoid losing more time.

Unclear Standard Operation Pro-
cedures for the OWC. There is lack 
of clarity among civil Government 
actors on the deployment of mili-
tary officers in the various constit-
uencies and their roles, despite the 
intervention by H.E. the President.

Weak inter-ministerial and sectori-
al linkages. Although H.E. the Pres-
ident in October 2014 directed 
that an inter-ministerial working 
committee among ministries of 
agriculture, finance, water and en-
vironment, trade, industry and co-
operatives, and local government, 
be constituted and coordinated 
by the ministry for presidency and 
ensure that it works proactively 
with the Overall Commander of 
the OWC to implement pertinent 
interventions that fall under the 
jurisdiction of the respective min-
istries, this has not fully been ma-
terialized.

WAY FORWARD

As guided by H.E president Musev-
eni, OWC will consolidate its gains 
in the last three years but also fo-
cus on the 68% of the population, 
which is out of the money econo-
my.

The President directed that OWC 
focuses on three strategic crops in 
the next two financial years: cof-
fee, tea and fruits (mangoes, or-
anges and pineapples)

OWC will remain linked to the 
core MDSs in order to consolidate 
the directive from the President: 
MoWE to address the issue of wa-
ter for production, MTICs for stan-
dards and market access, MoLUG 
to address all the land issues, REA 
to power the processing and value 
addition, MI&ICT to develop MIS to 
support farmer groups and estab-
lish a central registry using ICT to 
support M&E. 

The goals of OWC are both am-
bitious and aspirational but this 
is exactly what is required for a 
country such as Uganda that has 
such opportunities of growth. 
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Busoga is a traditional Bantu King-
dom and one of four constitutional 
monarchies in present-day Uganda. 
The kingdom is a cultural institution 
which promotes popular participa-
tion and unity among the people of 
the region through development 
programs to improve their standard 
of living. Busoga strives for a united 
people who have economic, social 
and cultural prosperity and assists 
the Kyabazinga. It has since indepen-
dence been divided into seven dis-
tricts, and soon will have 10 districts. 
The majority of these new districts 
were cut of the three districts of Jin-
ja, Iganga and Kamuli as part of the 
decentralization policy and strategy 
of the NRM government.

Politically, before NRM took over 
power in 1987,Busoga and Basoga en-
gaged in politics and various Basoga 
were great politicians, the Tito Okello 
Lutwa junta appointed Kyesimira and 
Dr David Kazungu ministers for Eco-
nomic Planning and Rehabilitation 

respectively, but it was overthrown 
within six months by Museveni’s 
National Resistance Movement on 
January 26, 1986.During the NRM 
government between 1986 and 
1995, several new political leaders 
emerged from Busoga and these 
included two women and A.M. 
Kirunda-Kivejjinja from Bugweri. 
Ms Victoria Ssekitoleko became 
Minister of Agriculture and Dr Spe-
cioza Wandera Kazibwe became 
the first female vice president of 
Uganda and on the African conti-
nent.

Meanwhile, a number of outspoken 
MPs had emerged from the 1989 
and 1996 parliamentary elections. 
They included James Mwandha (a 
strong advocate for human rights 
for persons with physical disabil-
ities), Proscovia Musumba, Isaac 
Musumba and Dan Wandera Ogalo. 
But in 2001, Mr Musumba became 
a Minister of State, while Wandera 
Ogalo joined the East African Legis-

lative Assembly.

Leaving that aside, a lot has been 
said and reported in media about 
the NRM leadership many being 
false allegations by media due 
to either failure to research or 
reporting by influence of some 
people who are anti government 
creating an image that Busoga 
is the worst among all regions in 
Uganda. I disagree with those al-
legations. I have researched and 
engaged with very many people 
who matter in the kingdom and in 
Busoga and I share their observa-
tions  in this piece.

To start with, Busoga has achieved 
a lot since NRM government came 
into power in the year 1986 and it 
has accordingly come up with pro-
grammes to address the different 
situations that were there before 
and after NRM came into power. 
These new initiatives put togeth-
er with improved performance in 
critical sectors like roads, health, 

By Micheal Woira
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education, agricultural production 
and processing, water, industrializa-
tion and advancements in technolo-
gy reduce the incidence of poverty. 

Busoga kingdom has now been re-
stored from the recent fracas of the 
Kyabazinga saga and now the region 
is stable with a Kyabazinga who was 
chosen by the chiefs representing 
all the chiefdoms in the region. This 
was a move by the president to make 
sure that there is peace, unity and 
stability as a principle of the NRM 
party and as also a choice he made to 
bring back leadership of kingdoms 
that were abolished by Obote’s 
government May 24, 1966.
The president in respect 
to helping kingdoms 
grow has funded the 
construction of the 
palace in Bugembe 
where the pres-
ent Kyabazinga 
resides. It cost 
the NRM gov-
ernment 1.5b 
to rebuild it.

Then in the 
road sector, 
the road in-
f r a s t r u c t u r e 
in Busoga is 
has been de-
veloped like 
in other parts 
of the country. 
Ever since the 
NRM Government 
came into power, 
many roads have been 
opened-up, rehabilitat-
ed and constructed in the 
area. There was totally no 
road between Jinja and Kamu-
li by the time the NRM took power, 
Luuka County had been cut off from 
other areas of Busoga and feeder 
roads in the region were in a sorry 
state. Now many roads have been 
repaired which include the road be-
tween Kampala and Jinja. The roads 
between Jinja and Bugiri and Bugi-
ri to Busia and Malaba roads were 
constructed. It is this Government 
that has up-graded the Iganga -Tir-
inyi - Mbale road to first class tarmac. 

The ring road between Lubanyi in 
Jinja, Buwenge, Nakabugu, Kaliro, 
Ivukula and Mazuba is now under 
the Ministry of Works and is regu-
larly maintained by the Uganda Na-
tional Roads Authority. The Kaliro, 
Nawaikoke, Irundu Iyingo road and 
the Musita- Namayingo, Lumino-Bu-
sia road is also soon being upgrad-
ed and constructed. Many of these 
roads were non-existent at the time 
NRM took power. 

 

C o n -
struction work on most of these 
roads started in 1988/89. The 
idea was to ease delivery of ag-
ricultural products to the mar-
kets. Indeed, once the roads were 
fixed Busoga started seeing an 
increase in the volume of agricul-
tural products and transportation 
of the goods to the markets has 

been dealt with respectively.  
 
For the case of water supply in Bu-
soga region, the region was one 
of the areas that had not been 
addressed until the NRM came to 
power. Many of the towns and rural 
urban centres in the area like Igan-
ga, Namutumba, Busembatya Nan-
koma, Bugiri, Kamuli, Buwenge, 
Kasambira, Namwendwa, Bulanga 
which did not have tap water, have 
been serviced with safe water. 
 
Now on the issue of health, when 
the NRM took power in 1986, 

there were only three major 
district hospitals and they 

were in Jinja, Iganga and 
Bugiri. The Govern-

ment has since up-
graded Jinja Hos-

pital to a regional 
referral hospital, 
and built a state 
of the art Dis-
trict Hospital 
in Kamuli. In 
addition to 
this, Health 
Centre IVs, 
each with 
a Medical 
Officer, an 
o p e r a t i n g 
medical the-
atre and lab-

oratory, and 
an ambulance 

have been pro-
vided to all the 

22 parliamentary 
constituencies in 

Busoga. Health Cen-
tre IIIs have been built 

in all the 84 Sub-counties 
and Municipality Divisions in 

Busoga and Health Centre IIs in 
more than 78% of the parishes in 
Busoga. 

Concerning education, the gov-
ernment has constructed very 
many Universal Primary Education 
Schools and institutions to cater for 
children who cannot afford educa-
tion and this has helped very many 
people who are beneficiaries of 
this education system that to date 

His highness the King of Busoga - 
The Kyabazinga, Nadiope William Wilberforce Gabula IV
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many are graduates and are serving 
in various sectors in the country. 
 
There have also been advancements 
in technology connecting Busoga 
to other parts of the world. In the 
process, production units that used 
to employ thousands of people are 
now employing fewer people to at-
tain higher levels of output. A case 
in point is Nytil-Jinja, Nile Breweries 
and Uganda Grain Milling, which 
used to employ over 5,000 peo-
ple, but now employ about 1,000 
people. The overall NRM strategy 
has been to emphasize education, 
technical training, and acquisition 
of the right skills for the job market.  

On many occasions, people have 
put up an argument that the NRM 
Government has killed Jinja by mov-
ing the industries to Kampala. To 
be sincere, Jinja today has more 
working industrial establishments 
than it had in 1986 when the NRM 

came into power. Most factories by 
this time were either closed or oper-
ating far below capacity. This state of 
affairs has been positively reversed 
on account of sound economic poli-
cies. Kakira Sugar Works for instance 
had virtually closed in 1986, but is 
now producing over 140,000 tons of 
sugar and employing over 7,500 peo-
ple. Other industries like BIDCO, Nile 
Agro, Ken Grow and Damdabai are 
all serving Ugandans and also em-
ploying very many people in Busoga. 
 
Food production in Busoga has in-
creased significantly in the last 20 
years. This is due to the sound policies 
put in place by Government, improve-
ment in road infrastructure and mar-
ket opportunities. The traditional food 
crops have now become cash crops, 
with people getting money from rice, 
sweet potatoes, maize, groundnuts, 
bananas and cassava. Busoga feeds 
the east, western Kenya, Kampala, 
parts of the Congo and South Sudan. 

Coffee still remains a major cash 
crop, while cotton is a key cash crop 
in Kaliro and Namutumba districts.  
Like the President has advised, Bu-
soga and Basoga need to ensure 
that their people heed the advice 
of Government and ensure value 
addition for whatever they pro-
duce and sell. This will address the 
issue of unemployment; processed 
agro-products which will fetch 
more income. Busoga will stop 
being donors to others who buy 
unprocessed produce from them.  

With all the above developments 
in Busoga where I originate 
from, Busoga region has a rea-
son to remember and celebrate 
the NRM liberation day as a way 
of appreciating the good things 
that Busoga has got ever since 
NRM took over power in 1987. 

The writer is a proud Musoga

The official openning of Jinja Central Market by H.E Yoweri Kaguta Museveni
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An inter agency body that comprises 
all government security organs and 
related bodies under the ministry of 
Internal Affairs sums up the forma-
tion of the National Focal Point. Es-
tablished in 2001, the National Focal 
Point seeks to coordinate activities 
to prevent, combat and eradicate the 
problem of the proliferation of illicit 
small arms and light weapons (SALW) 
in Uganda, East Africa and at the in-
ternational level.  

Following its establishment and the 
need to fulfil its mandate the NFP 
developed the National Action Plan, 
laying down guidelines for policy and 
legislation, plus stockpile manage-
ment among others, to keep in check 
the illegal increase of small arms 
and light weapons across the coun-
try, whose emergence were directly 
linked to the insurgency in North-
ern Uganda  by the Lord’s Resistance 
Army, the Allied Defence Forces, po-
rous borders and the cattle rustlers in 
North Eastern Uganda by the Karimo-
jong-who occupy virtually three East 
African Community Countries. And 
it’s upon this back ground that the 
Nairobi declaration and Nairobi pro-

tocol were established in which 
Uganda participated and ratified.

Faced with the immediate chal-
lenge of the high and volatile 
number of illegal arms among 
the Karimojong, which were par-
ticularly used for cattle rustling, 
robbery and displacing citizens 
internally the National focal point 
embarked on an immediate 
journey to curtail this miscon-
duct.  Its next action was the IGAD 
ratification of the Early Warning 
Protocol (CEWARN Protocol) which 
embraces the IGAD member 
states. The structure provided for 
the establishment of the, Conflict 
Early Warning Units (CEWERU’s) in 
the region.   A framework that co-
ordinates efforts in the region to 
prevent conflict and to formulate 
response strategies through in-
formation collection and analysis. 
This majorly worked as a proactive 
measure to address pastoral and 
related conflicts, developing re-
sponse recommendations to ad-
dress them in the Karamoja Clus-
ter on the Ugandan side. It further 
facilitated the development of the 

integrated Karamoja Disarmament 
and Development Programme 
(KIDDP) since 2004.

Consequently this and other re-
lated efforts enabled the Na-
tional Focal Point and  the UPDF 
during the 1stphase of    Voluntary 
Disarmament to  collect and de-
stroy assorted rifles amounting to 
the tune of  ninety eight thousand 
three hundred eighty six (98,386) 
by 2011. To this point you cannot 
take away the credit derived from 
such direct and deliberate efforts 
whose results are vividly seen in 
the progressive development of 
Karamoja sub region. Among oth-
ers include; a beehive of economic 
activities, rampant cattle rustling 
was put to an end and replaced 
with a systematic method of agri-
culture, and now even education 
is widely embraced in the commu-
nities. This pacification for the first 
time without interruption aided 
the construction of the tarmac road 
to (Moroto) the major town in Kar-
amoja sub region.

  Over the years, concerted efforts 

NATIONAL FOCAL POINT’S MANAGEMENT, CONTROL AND COORDI-
NATION OF SMALL ARMS AND LIGHT WEAPONS; ACHIEVEMENTS 
AND CHALLENGES - B y Peter  O k walinga
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have been made to destroy stock-
piles of obsolete rifles, redundant 
ammunitions, remnants of war 
and surplus stocks of unexploded 
ordinances as well as small arms 
and light weapons collected and 
stored across the country. Eventu-
ally, a colossal amount has been 
destroyed throughout the period. 

And  since its in-
ception in 

2001 

an estimate of 130, 000 pieces of small 
arms & light weapons and over 1400 
tonnes of various types of amunition 
have been collected and destroyed. 
These puts Uganda according to the 
available statistics a head of its count-
er parts in the East African region. A 
mile stone fairly attributed to the ef-
fort of the National Focal Point.

  It’s therefore no doubt that if left 
unattended to, the presence of such 
stockpiles poses a danger and threat 
if mismanaged or land into wrong 

hands. And bravo National Focal 
Point for nipping it in the bud.

Notice that, the exercise 
that was launched in 

2016 to mark all small 
arms and light weap-

ons in both the 
civilian and secu-

rity hands was 
successful. And 

to this effect, 
having updat-
ed the regis-
try, a sound 
record of 
fire arms 
are with-
in Gov-
e r n m e n t 
k n o w l -
edge, a 
thing that 
e n a b l e s 
s e c u r i t y 
a g e n c i e s 
to keep 
checks and 

balances in 
the usage of 

the weapons.

However, as 
the body makes 

tremendous strides 
to achieve, a safe and 

peaceful society free 
from armed 

violence. The activities of the 
now defunct Lord’s Resistance 

Army (LRA) and Allied Defence 
Forces (ADF) continue at a small 
scale to escalate the small arms 

problem. Additionally, the rise of 
urban terrorism and armed violence 
also fuels the demand for firearms 
for both personal protection and 
illicit activities.  New stocks of illicit 
arms still enter the region due to 
the number of issues like; loop holes 
in existing legislation, Imports and 
transfers, ineffective sub regional 
law enforcement structure and a 
comprehensive strategy for joint 
disarmament plus limited resources 
to implement the Small Arms Policy 
among others.

Currently the body is in its advanced 
stages to table a bill in parliament 
that seeks to comprehensively review 
the National Policy on Arms and Leg-
islation in compliance with interna-
tional and regional measures on Small 
Arms and Light Weapons. An insight 
into it furnishes us that at least less le-
thal weapons will be specifically given 
to civilians who may apply and meet 
the criteria to acquire fire arms, addi-
tional training will be accorded to the 
applicants, stringent measures will be 
directed to (at least above 25 years of 
) age.

Through other ratified protocols, gov-
ernment has been able to further its 
cause to improve and acquire modern 
storage facilities at the armories. Late 
last year (2016), the Regional Centre 
for Small Arms to whom Uganda is a 
member, provided specialized train-
ing in stockpile management to se-
lected officers in Uganda plus a dona-
tion of storage facilities was offered.

There’s no doubt that, the citizens 
have a profound role to contribute to 
the success of the National Focal Point 
mission. Managing the process and 
licensing the civil acquisition of fire 
arms even appears to be a lighter task 
on the part of the body compared to 
the voluntary declaration of illegal 
arms to the authorities that is expect-
ed of the public. Moreover, Uganda 
National Focal Point is open to indi-
viduals who have (obtained arms in 
another manner other than the con-
stitutionally recommended) illegal 
weapons to voluntarily formalize their 
acquisition.
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C o n c r e t i s i n g  t h e  g a i n s  o f  o u r  H e r o e s  i s  t h e  d u t y  f o r  e v e r y  U g a n d a n , 7 9
9th June 2016

EAC Anthem 

Verse 1

Ee Mungu twaomba ulinde

Jumuiya Afrika Mashariki

Tuwezeshe kuishi kwa amani

Chorus

Jumiya Yetu sote tuilende

Tuwajibike tuimarike

Umoja wetu ni nguzo yetu

Idumu Jumuiya yetu.

Verse 2

Uzalendo pia mshikamano

Viwe msingi wa Umoja wetu

Natulinde Uhuru na Amani

Mila zetu Na desturi zetu.

Verse 3 

Viwandani na hata mashambani

Tufanye kazi sote kwa makini

Tujitoe kwa hali na mali

Tuijenge Jumuiya bora

1st Stanza.

 Oh Uganda! may God uphold thee,

 We lay our future in thy hand.

 United, free,

 For liberty

 Together we’ll always stand.

 2nd Stanza.

 Oh Uganda! the land of freedom.

 Our love and labour we give,

 And with neighbours all

 At our country’s call

 In peace and friendship we’ll live.

 3rd Stanza.

 Oh Uganda! the land that feeds us

 For our own dear land,

 We’ll always stand:

 The Pearl of Africa’s Crown.

Uganda National Anthem 
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